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Preface 


The present work is the outcome of a short-term plan of a five-month duration 
envisaging a handy and informative publication on copper-plates housed in the 
State Museum Lucknow, to fulfill a long-felt need of the institution itself as also 
to place it in the hands of students and those evincing interest in their 
epigraphic study as and when required. In doing so, I have drawn heavily from 
scholars whose works I have consulted and have tried to make the book as 
meaningful as possible within the projected time-frame. 


The Lucknow museum has a fairly large collection of copper-plate records and 
it would be pertinent to have a cursory glimpse of its history. No records are now 
available to tell us about the first arrival of a copper-plate inscription in the 
museum. From the point of its discovery in as far back as 1852, it appears that, 
the Khoh copper plate of Maharaja Hastin was probably the earliest such 
acquisition made around 1884. The Basahi plate of Govindachandra of Samvat 
1161 in 1885 and the Bhitari Seal of Kumaragupta II joined it later in 1889. 
The biggest hoard of copper-plates comprising of 25 plates found at Kamauli 
near Varanasi in 1892 which were made over to the museum in 1893-94, 
actually constituted the first major acquisition and since then this collection has 
been gradually growing and as of today it consists of 96 such inscribed records 
spread over 117 plates. 


The first catalogue of copper-plates relating to the acquisitions made till 1908 
was published by Dr. Hiranand Shastri in 1915. It contained a brief description 
of 59 plates only. However, a few such documents of the same duration were 
inadvertently left out from inclusion. With limited number of copies of this 
publication, the book soon got out of print and may now be available only in 
some libraries of repute. Since then a few more plates acquired subsequently by 
the museum have also been published, but these articles are so sporadic and 
dispersed that it is ordinarily difficult for a student to lay his hands on such 
publications all at one time. 
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To help students save unnecessary labour and overcome difficulties in research 
work, the idea of preparing an up-to-date and consolidated catalogue fo 
copper-plates was first mooted in the Seventies. This work was entrusted to 
me in my then capacity as Assistant Curator (Archaeology). But, while notes 
were been collected, it was suggested that instead of a simple catalogue its 
scope should be made more comprehensive in the shape of a Corpus with full 
text and translation of all the documents alongwith their fullsize illustrations. 
This naturally involved a high cost impossible to meet within the then limited 
resources at the museum’s disposal. Meanwhile, my posting in the 
administrative wing and outside of the museum followed by my transfer to 
Almora, from where I retired in 1987, led to a virtual stoppage of this exercise. 


It would, however, be necessary to mention that the early accessioning of 
objects in the museum had followed a certain pattern. According to the records 
then available, antiquities were first recorded in the General Accesstion 
Registers. From 1908 to 1920 they were recorded under head “O” which was 
substituted later by alphabet “G” for objects acquired between 1920 and 1940. 
The inscriptions were later entered in a separate sectional register, letter “E” 
denoting copper plates while alphabet “E” with an apostrophe was indicative 
of stone inscriptions. Later-on an yearwise system was adopted for 
accessioning of objects from 1940 onwards. However, during the physical 
verification work of the entire museum collection taken up in 1960, these old 
records seem to have either been misplaced or lost and are not available. 
Consequently in their absence many objects bearing such original numbers 
which were either indistinct or slightly erased were treated as Surplus objects 
and reaccessioned with prefix S. As a consequence many an object now bear 
one, two or even three numbers. This fallacy is also noticed in the case of 
copper plates too. However, after a thorough probe in Museum Minutes, Annual 
Reports and other records, the original numbers of the copper plates could be 
identified to a large extent. 


I am indeed indebted to Sri Jitendra Kumar, the present Director of the State 
Museum, Lucknow, who also heads the Museums’ Directorate, to have asked 
me to prepare a handy, informative, but brief and upto date catalogue of the 
museum’s copper plate collection. He was also kind enough to provide all the 
necesary facilities to me but at the same time persuading me to complete the 
job in the stipulated time. 


I have tried my best to complete the assignment and make it a readable 
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Presentation to the extent possible but omissions and mistakes are a natural 
corollary for which I beg to be excused. Even ifa little bit of it is found to be of 
some use, I would feel my labours amply rewarded. 


I owe my special thanks to Dr. C. M. Verma, the Custodian of the Archeo- 
logical Section for his ready assistance and am highly grateful to Dr. S. N. 
Upadhyaya, the Asst. Director for going through the proofs of this monograph. 
Thanks are also due to the photographer, Sri Paritosh Srivastava for providing 
me with photographs of the plates and to all members of the museum 
establishment for their co-operation. I am full of gratitude to all scholars whose 
work I have utilized whereever necessary. 


Inspite of best efforts some printing and other errors might have escaped notice, 
for which I crave the indulgence of our readers. 


Dated : 31.03.2005 (V. N. Srivastava) 
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Introduction 


Inscriptions, in whatever form, constitute an important source of Indian History. 
They are witnesses of events and the people of the times whose deeds they hand 
down to us. Abundant references to various aspects of Indian life and thought 
are found in these records. To the students of history they are most valuable 
records for study and research. Inscriptions also deserve special attention 
because unlike a large number of ancient literary works of our country, they can 


be assigned to a definite date and epoch and can even be grouped 


geographically. 


Amongst epigraphic records that have come down to us, copper-plates occupy a 
significant place. While stone inscriptions in general are edicts (such as those of 
Asoka) and pragastis, like the (Allahabad Pillar inscription of Samudragupta for 
instance) or dedicatory in nature, as found on the pedestals of images, copper- 
plate inscriptions on the other hand usually have a benefaction or donation and 
constitute charters for the beneficiaries. Their language or form, objective or 
content and the wide range of their dispersion make them an indispensable 


reading maierial. 


Behind the profuse use of copper for engraving of inscriptions, is the fact that its 
surface-find and malleability made it history’s first metal put in use. Coupled 
with the therapeutic value and above all the concept of dana (gift or donation) 
enshrined in scriptures lead to its large scale production. Our ancient sages have 
laid great emphasis on the duty of bestowing liberal gifts upon the needy and 
deserving which gradually became a religious obligation of grihasthas 
(householders), nobles and kings to make suitable benefaction to the people 
belonging to other asramas enabling students and ascetics to devote themselves 
to the acquisition and pursuit of highest knowledge free from all worldly worries. 


Of the various deya objects referred to in ancient texts, the gift of land 
(bhåmidåna) was held to be most meritorious of all’. The Mahabharata had 
declared it as superior to all other benefactions.” It was specially enjoined upon 
the rulers of the country to bestow land upon the deserving and qualified persons 
on suitable occasions’. These injunctions have been assiduously followed at all 
times and the royal grants in the shape of inscriptions on stone’ and on a very 
large number of copper-plates have preserved the historical instances of the 
same. 
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The Smritis contain special provisions on the subject of royal grants. Visvarupa 
states that the charter should contain the names or signatures of the officials and 
also the names of the ladies of the royal family and of the place where the king 
was encamped at the time of its issue (skandhåvåra samåvåsanama desadi). 
We are also told that the charter should be engraved on copper-plates 
(tamrapatta) or written on canvas (patta) and that it should bear besides the 
royal seal the signature of the king and of the official concerned. The royal 
order was to be communicated to the state officials as well as to the residents 
of the gift village. According to Yagyvalkya the charter was meant for the 
information of future rulers, so that they might not interfere with the grant and 
such interference was considered a sacrilege. 


Thus, according to these authorities a king should confirm his land-grant by a 
royal charter (Sasana) which should contain (i) a description of the donor and his 
family; (ii) a description of the donee alongwith the name of his father and that 
of the såkhå of his Vedic study; (iii) a description of the gift-land; (iv) the object 
of the gift such as for the sake of merit accruing to the donor and his parents; 
(v) the perpetuity of the grant which was to be enjoyed by the donee and his 
descendents and which was not liable to be interfered with or resumed; (vi) the 
incidental terms of the grant, such as freedom from payment of taxes etc. and 
(vii), benedictory and imprecatory verses eulogising the virtue of the land-gifts 
and the consequences of the interference or their resumption on the other hand. 


These directions of the Smritkåras have been more or less faithfully followed 
by the rulers of different dynasties, imperial or feudal, that held sway over 
different parts of India in ancient times and are conspicuously reflected in their 
land-grant charters which are, therefore, of great use in historical studies. 


One of the earliest references to land-grants is found in the Chhandogya 
Upanishad which records the gift of a number of villages to the Brahmana 
Raikya by legendry king Janasruti, while the earliest copper-plate record of the 
kind is the Mayidavolu Plates of Pallava prince Sivaskandavarmana of Kanchi 
(El Vol. VI pp. 89 II) and this tradition of conferring land-grants has since 
continued. It is interesting to know that certain kings issued a very large number 
of land-grant charters. The Gahadvala king Govindachandra, for instance, is 
credited with having issued nearly 60 charters alone. 


It is, however, to be clearly understood . that every inscription engraved on 
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Sütra of Buddhism. The records of Gupta period, thou 
itical nature. Some modern copper-plate records in the 


administrative and pol 
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museum collection contain sundry information about monitory tr. 
bear coded record of some buried treasure only. As early land-grants are not 
many, it appears that the issuance of land-grant charters gained greater 
popularity in the later Gupta period and reached its zenith before the 
Mohammeden conquests, though the tradition still continued to survive even 


thereafter. 


Copper-plate charters are usually denoted by the terms sasana or tåmra $åsana 
and most of them are of religious character but there are a few which may be 
termed as grants for secular purposes. To the latter class belong the Garrå Plates 
of Chandella King Trailokyavarmana recording posthumous award of two 
villages to the son of Rauta Papé, who was killed in a battle against the Muslims 
at Kakadagaha. This grant has been described as mrityukvrittam’ (No. 81). 
Another example of such a secular grant is provided by four land-grants of 
Gahadvala king Jayachandradeva, all dated in the year 1233 and bestowed on 
one of his favourite officials-Rauta Ravidhara who had presented some gifts to 


the king’s infant son. 


In preparing a copper-plate, its edges were sometimes left smooth or fashioned 
thicker to serve as a rim in order to protect the writing. There are also instances 
where edges of the plate were beaten up to make raised rims or provided with 
copper-bands joined with pins as seen in the Chandella copper-plates. 


An important component of the copper-plates is the royal seal generally attached 
to them. While the seal was invariably made out of mould, the text of the 
inscription was always engraved, the only exceptions, perhaps, being the writing 
on the Sohgaura plate, which was wholly moulded and the Kalavan copper- 
plate letterings by incised dots. (These plates, however, are not dànapattras). 
The terms "likhitam" and "utkirpam" occuring on almost all the land-grant 
charters are very significant. The term “likhitam” refers either to the manual 
drafting of the record or the writing of it directly on the plates for the guidance of 
the engraver, who then had to follow the writing and impress it with tools under 
the supervision of mahásandhivigrahaka, the officer to superintendent the 
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engraving transferred to copper. The process of engraving is always denoted by 
the term utkirpa. The only evidence of writing the text directly on the copper- 
plate and its engraving thereafter is provided by the Kasia copper-plate, where 
the whole text is hand-written in black indeliable ink on the surface of ihe plate 
but the engraver for some unforeseen reason abruptly leaving most of the lines 
of the record unincised (No. 4). 


The charters of certain dynasties are precise and matter-of-fact documents 
while others are characterised by many unnecessary and unimportant details. 
They are inscribed either on a single plate or on a number of plates strung 
together according to the length of the document. Generally speaking, charters 
around the Gupta period are smaller in size than those of succeeding periods. 
Even in the later stages certain dynasties kept up the single-plate system though 
they began to use plates of larger size. A majority of multi-plate charters are 
inscribed on three plates. Such records are designated as ‘triphali tamra 
sasana’. Among the earlier dynasties that used multi-plate system were the 
Pallavas, the Vakatakas, Maitrakas and Bhaumas and the largest records are 
those of the Cholas, the biggest of these being the Karandai inscription of 
Rajendra Chola I, which is engraved on 55 plates. In such cases, the outer 
faces on the first and the last plates were left blank to look like a bound book. 


The collection of copper-plates in the State Museum, Lucknow, built over a 
century and a half, is a fairly large one and probably the largest in the country, 
specially relating to a single dynasty- that of the Gahadvalas of Kanauj, which 
alone number 59. The total number of copper-plate inscriptions in the museum 
is 96° with their epigraphs spread over 117 plates. Included in this total is the 
Bhitari seal of Kumaragupta II with an inscription of 8 lines, which is as good as 
an independent epigraphic record. This collection is fairly varied and 
representative in character. The records belong to some of the principal ruling 
dynasties who held away over different parts of the country during a particular 
period of time, such as the Maukharis, the Pushyabhttis, Chahamanas. 
Chandellas, Kalchüris, Rashtrakittas and the Chanda Kings of Kumaun. Besides, 
there are charters of some Mahåråjas, Mahåsåmantas, petty kings and feudatory 
chiefs, which have all been detailed at appropriate places in the catalogue. 


A study of these documents reveals some of their special features and 
characteristics, besides the very significant informative material they contain. 
Usually adhering to the tenets prescribed by scriptures, the dånapatras or 
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famrapatras contain i 1 s 
a mention of the donor with or without the names of his 


records we have only PINE | 
predecessors and eulogisation of their achievements, the later charters are more 


elaborate and contain a number of laudatory verses. This feature is common to 
most of the Gahadvala grants. The Machhlishahar plate of Harigachandra 
(No. 73) has as many as sixteen invocatory and laudatory verses in the 
beginning and twelve benedictory and imprecatory verses at the end, This 
practice nevertheless afforded to the composers, an opportunity to display their 
articulating skills and poetic genius. For instance, the grant of Pala King Strapala 
(No. 10) and those of Chahamana Prithivichandra (No. 74) and 
Kumårachandradeva (No. 75) contain verses, which may be termed as gems of 
Sanskrit Kåvva. 


The laudatory verses in most of the land-grant charters form a valuable source 
of their history. In contrast, however, the Chandella copper-plates (Nos. 78, 79, 
80. 81) have generally avoided the insertion of verses eulogising the donor and 
his predecessors. The verse, in praise of the donor in the Semra Plates of 
Paramarddideva, is of a very general character and yields no information of 
historical interest. The Chandella records also differ from those of their 
contemporaries in recording the full dynastic title i.e. Paramabhattaraka, 
Maharajadhiraja, Parmesvara, Paramamåhesvara etc., only for the donor, 
meaning the reigning sovereign- their predecessors being generally dismissed with 
only the first three components of these titles. In smaller plates of other rulers the 


genealogy and titles are generally altogether avoided. They are more matter of 
fact in nature. 


The donees in the case of religious grants are invariably Brahmanas. They are 
distinguished by their gotras and pravaras as also by the mention of particular 
schools (sakha or charana) of Vedic study to which they belonged. Usually the 
names of only three ‘pravaras’ are found but in some cases five pravaras are 


also mentioned in the record. In Semra Plates of Parmarddideva (No. 78) the 
pravaras' have not been given at all. 


Another feature of these plates, which deserves notice, is the emergence of 
various upádhis among the Bráhmanas towards the close of the early medieval 
period. Apart from the such usual Bråhmanical appellations as Bhatta 
Fandita, Sarma, Thakkura etc. given to the donees in var ind 


i ious records, we find 
mention of a numbe 


r of special upådhis in the inscriptions of twelfth and 
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thirteenth centuries. An abridged form of these applellations can be seen in the 
Semra Plates. But these upadhis have not been hereditary family appellations. 


In a majority of these charters the names of the father and grand-father of the 
donee are also given besides that of the bhattågrahåra to which he belonged or 
from which he emigrated. These references are interesting as they indicate that 
the Brahmana scholars from different and distant parts of the country were 
attracted by the munificence of individual kings in whose domain they settled in 
the enjoyment of brahmadeya lands allotted to them. The royal priest naturally 
figures among the donees too often. 


The charters record the grant of an entire village, hamlet or of certain specified 
land therein but in a particular case even a whole pattalå was given over by the 
king (cf. Chandravati grant of Samvat 1150). In case of land, however, the gift- 
land has been clearly demarcated with a mention of its four boundaries. When 
an entire village formed the grant-land, specific mention of boundaries was not 
considered necessary. In the case of hamlets, however, the names of 
neighbouring villages to which they appertained, have also been mentioned in 
the charter. Where the donees were more than one, the share respectively allotted 
to them has also been specified, care being taken to exclude the land formerly 
granted to the deities, namely, temples and Bråhmanas, if any, from the share of 
the donees. 


The right and title of the donee to the gift-land is also precisely defined in these 
charters. He was given absolute possession of every moveable and immoveable 
property and every thing that was below the surface of the land. The phrases 
used for this objective in the epigraphs indicate that it was the absolute 
ownership of the soil that was transferred to the donee and not merely the right 
to collect revenue. 


The perpetuity of the grant is indicated by the use of stock phrases in almost 
every record, namely, that it would remain with the family of the donee for as 
long as the sun and moon endure. In the case of non-religious grants, however, 
the right of the donee was mostly limited and his proprietary rights ceased at his 
demise. 


The inscription on the plates, depending on their size, invariably contain the 
names of officials of various ranks and grades as were administratively connected 
with the formal proclaimation of the land-grant. Sometimes even the queen and 
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princes are also named therein as witnesses. This important pharaciensue is 
amply illustrated in the land-grants of the Gahadvala kings of Kanauj and that of 
the Pala king Surapåla's endowment in which an additional number of officials 
are mentioned (the only execption to this tradition being the grant of Kirttipala 
of Uttarasamudra (No. 83) which makes no mention of the officials addressed or 
ordered). The princes are shown acting even as messengers (dütaka). These, 
alongwith the mention of bhukti, mandala (visaya), district (pattala) and 
pathaka, the various taxes as also measurements of fertile land on the basis of 
plough (hala) nålukas, kulya or other measures, based on the quantity of the 
seeds required to sow it, bear ample testimony to the administrativ 3 and fiscal 
systems of the time. The historical value of these statements needs no 
elucidation. The importance of these documents is further enhanced by the 
charters of some hitherto unknown kings who are introduced to us for the first 
time. For example, king Hariråja of Sura dynasty (No. 11), Chhardapparaja ? 
(No. 12), Dyutivarmana and Visnuvarmana, born of sun and moon of the 
Paurava vamsa (No. 8), Prithvichandradeva and Kumårachandradeva of the 
Cháhamana dynasty (No. 74 & 75) Kirttipala of Uttarasamudra (No. 83) and 
the Somavanshi Vijaya Chandra (No. 82), all new names, are not known to us 
from any other source. Similarly, the Bhitari Seal of Kumaragupta II (No. 3), 
which extends our knowledge of Gupta genealogy by two generations and the 
Mirzapur charter of Sürapala of the Pala Dynasty necessitating recasting of the 
history of Bengal, are records of great historical significance. That petty kings or 
feudatories, like Maharaja Lakshmana (No. 1) Mahåsåmanta Bhalvarmadeva 
(No. 13) and the Kalchüri King Sodhadeva (No. 14), introduced to us for the 
first time, had also made similar endowments of land, is also borne out from 
their respective charters in the museum. 


Rivers, hills, mountains, towns and kshetras, villages, tirthas, ghats, and the 
neighouring countries mentioned in these copper-plates also provide us with 
some interesting geographical information : for instance, the Mirzapur plate of 
Strapala mentions river Narmada, the Vindhyana range and Nepal country while 
the Tålesvara plates (Nos. 8a and 8b) refer to the Garhwal hills and confirm the 
identify and location of the ancient Karttikeyapura, the capital of the Katyüra 
kings. Likewise the Saheth-Maheth plate of Govindachandra sets at rest the 
controversy surrounding the identification of the Jetavana vihàra and Sravasti 
while the Kasia plate of Haribala proves the existence of the Melee 
stupa at the site. However, many a place, kshetra and tirthas mentioned im 
these records are yet to be properly identified. 
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The occasions when the grants were made such as uttråvani samkranti, kårttika 
purnima, ekådasi, akshya tritivå, solar and lunar eclipses, mentioned in the 
charters endow them with astronomical importance. Occasions like jåtotsava, 
nåmkarna samskåra, coronation or death/birth anniversaries, as often found in 
the Gahadvåla charters may well have conincided with such dates of astro- 
nomical significance. 


In the copper-plate charters, the date of donation is generally given both in 
words and figures except in a few cases where it is indicated either in words or 
figures alone. In some other plates only the regnal vear of the king is mentioned. 
But these dates normally refer to well known eras or epochs. It is only in some 
cases that the regnal vear or the samvat is not specifically indicated and then 
we have to take recourse to finding the corresponding or the nearest possible 
date on the basis of paleography and other connected evidences. We also rely 
on some other means to hazard our own guess. In a typical instance, a grant 
was made on a particular date but it was actually recorded some four years 
later (No. 61). Normally only one grant was issued by the king on a particular 
day but king Jayachandradeva of Kanauj issued at least four charters in a single 
day in favour of a single person-Rauta Ravidhara, who seems to have been a 
favourite official of the king (Nos. 67 to 70). 


The only concrete evidence on the system adopted for writing on the copper 
plate is produced by the Kasia copper plate, which is already referred to above. 
Another feature of these records is the use of some symbols of auspicous 
meaning such as flower or verbal mangalas like siddha and swasti in the 
begining of the epigraph and words like mangala mahåsri at the end. This 
practice is very pronounced in the Gahadvala plates, which seems to have been 
done in order to secure completion and a long duration of the composition. The 
frequent use of letter ‘chha’ in some grants indicates the end of a sloka and if 
occurring at the end, the completion of the record. In the Mirzapur plate of 
Sörapåla, the alphabet ‘ni’ flanks the last line of the epigraph on either side. 
This letter is an abbreviated form of ni mahakshni’meaning approval and 
recording of it by mahå-kshapatalika or the keeper of records. Some charters 
proclaim to have heen signed by the king himself as noticed in Banskhera plate 
of Harshavardhana (No. 6) or the plates of Prithvichandra and 
Kumarchandradeva (Nos. 74-75) and Amritapala (No. 77). In such cases the 
name of the king is engraved in fairly large letters. In a couple of charters though 
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space has been left for boring, there is no ring hole at all, which probably 
suggests that those grants were not formally recorded by the royal chancelleries. 


Some aspects of iconography are also reflected in these charters. There are 
depictions of Garuda, Samkha, arrow; Varåha, Lakshmi. Ganesa Bull; Lion 
and Wheel flanked by deer, either on the seals accompanying the plates or 
incised on the body of charters. They are suggestive of the donor’s faith in 
respective divinities. That the kings were not bigots and respected other 
religions, is borne out atleast by the Mirzapur plate of $urapåla and the Saheth- 
Maheth grant of Govindachandra. While the former king a saugata Buddhist 
made a gift to the Saivacharyas of Varanasi, the latter, a staunch Vaisnava 
granted six villages to the community of Buddhist friars of the Jetavana 
monastry at the behest of a Buddhist ascetic and his desciple belonging to 
Utkala and Chola Country respectively. 


A very important information furnished by a few charters is about forged or 
lapsed grants. The Madhuban plate of Harsha tells us about the transfer of a 
village, being enjoyed by a person on the strength of a forged document. (kita 
sasana), which was destroyed by the king, to the rightful owners. Bhojadeva, the 
famous Gurjarapratihara ruler revived a lapsed grant originally sanctioned by his 
grand-father. Likewise the Chandella king Parmarddideva also confirmed the gift 
of certain villages earlier granted by his grand-father. (The intrinsic value of land- 
grant charters proved a great temptation to the forgerers and a number of 
spurious documents have been discovered from different parts of the country. In 
the records under review at least two inscriptions, namely, the Talesvara 
inscriptions and the Devakali plate of I$ånavarmana, are said to be spurious.) 


Of the documents reviewed, the Gahadvala plates in the museum deserve special 
notice. Most of these charters were issued from Varanasi. This would indicate 
that though their national capital continued to be Kanauj, the Gahadvala kings 
normally resided at Varanasi. The earliest charters of Govindachandra viz. the 
Basahi and Kamauli grants dated Samvat 1161 and 1162 respectively were 
issued by him when he was only a Mahårajakumåra which leads us to believe 
that even in his capacity of a prince, Govindachandra exercised such a powerful 
control over his father, the then ruling monarch, that the latter’s formal 
permission for making the gifts was not even obtained. Govindachandra’s 
mother Ralhandevi. also appears to have wielded considerable influence upon 
her husband. Govindachandra was the only king of the dynasty to have made 
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over to his mother some land to be gifted to a Brahmana (cf Pali plate of 
Samvat 1189). He also later consented to allow his chief queen Mahārajñi 
Goshaladevi to make a similar grant. (cf the Bangarmau plate of Sarnvat 1208). 
Earlier he had already permitted his pattamahisi Nayanakelidevi to make a gift 
of a village (cf Kamauli plate of Samvat 1176). His records also reveal that he 
had atleast three sons. The names of his two sons: Mahåråjaputra Yuvaråja 
Asphotachandra and Mahåråjaputra Rajyapala (cf Bhadaini plates of Samvat 
1190 and 1203 respectively), both of whom had granted villages with the king’s 
permission, are mentioned in the charters, but that of his another son 
Vijayachandra, who seems to have immediately succeeded Govindachandra 
does not occur anywhere in the latter’s records. There may have been a family 
feud or both the Mahåråjakumåras might have predeceased the king. 
Govindachandra was also the first king to add to his name new titles such as 
narapati, gajapati, asvapati, vividhavidyavicharavachasapati etc. probably an 
adoption from the Kalchüris. 


These and a few other grants contain an elaborate description of the purpose of 
the gift i.e. to secure the religious'merit for the donor and his parents; the 
ritualistic ceremonies associated with the land grants; the place, occasion and 
how the king proceeded to make the gift after having taken ceremonial bath and 
offered oblations, (argyha to sun) worship to the patron deity and sacrifice to the 
sacred fire and how the transfer of the gifted land was completed by the donors' 
pouring out water sanctified by kusagrass on the hands of the donee and the 
latter's acceptance of it, a process repeatedly occurring in almost all the 
documents. This process is in total agreement with that prescribed in scriptural 
injunctions and bears eloquent testimony to the donors having been inspired by 
religious instincts. 


Thus in short these copper-plate records contain information of all sorts, by the 
judicial use of which, it is possible to construct a record of political and social 
experience of many centuries. 


The system adopted for inventorying these inscriptions is quite simple. All the 
copper-plates have been divided into three major groups indicated as I, II & Ill 
according to the period they belong to. Documents of upto ninth century A.D. 
have been put in group I, in a chronological sequence. Under group II are listed 
plates of the 10th to 12th century A.D., which for the sake of convenience has 
been sub-divided as A, B,C,D and E according to various dynasties of the period, 
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the land-grants represent. For example sub-head (A). of group II contains all the 
inscriptions of the Gahadvalas (B) presents charters of the Chahamanas, 
(C). narrates Ráshtraküta charters while under (D). are listed copper-plates of 
the Chandella dynasty. Records of other royals of the period are described in 
subhead (E), care been taken to maintain the chronological sequence as far as 
possible. Group III has been devoted to miscellaneous Inscriptions from 14th 
century onwards, which include grants of the Chand kings of Kumaun and some 
of not so important rulers and chieftains. Insignificant copper plates describing 
some monetary transactions or bijakas or distances etc. which incidentally 
number four only are also included in it. li = 

All these records are detailed in the catalogue in a progressive serial begining 
with no. I and ending with no. 96 the last copper plate. The reader would find in 
the narration a brief but precise description of the contents of the grant and 
salient features of each plate, including the source of acquisition, the vear of the 
discovery and reference of its publication, if any. For ready reference 'a list of 
copper plates group-wise is given in appendix A while their individual accession 
or sectional numbers as given in museum records are listed in appendix B. List of 
abstractions used and the Bibliography will be found at the end. © 


Reference : 


l. Brihaspati Smriti (Sanskåra Kåndam) 294; Bhavishya Purana (IV.164.18) 

2. Mahābhārata, Anusåsana Parva 62.62 "us i 

3. Aitareya Brāhmana XXXIX. 6; Mahābhārata, Anuśāsana Parva 62.39 
recommend grant of land on the occasion of coronation. 

4. cf Karamdanda Inscription of the reign of Kumaragupta I, Ep. Ind, Vol, X 
p 20 ff: the Kuraspal inscription of Somesvaradeva, ibid p 25 ff. 

4, Yagnavalkya Smriti 1, 318-320 

6. — Their actual number inclusive of Bhitari seal is 98. The Tålesvara plates no. 


8 A & B and Garrå plates (No. 81 A & B) are each individual records, but 
to avoid confusion have been discussed under one seriatim. 
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Appendix - A 


Groupwise Breakup of Copper Plates 


Group I - Inscriptions from 5th to 9th century A.D. 


No. 1 Pali Plate of Maharaja Lakshmana, year 158 
No.2 Khoh Copper Plate of Maharaja Hastin, year 163 
No.3  Bhitari Seal of Kumåragupta II 

No. 4 Kasia Copper Plate 

No. 5 Deokali grant of léanavarmana, Samvat 632(?) 
No.6 Banskhera Plate of Harsha, year 22 

No. 7 Madhuban Plate of Harsha, year 25 

No.8 Two Tålesvara Plates 


A Grant of Dyutivarmana, year 5 
B Grant of Vishnuvarmana, year 29. 


No.9 Barah Copper Plate of Bhojadeva, V.S. 898 
No. 10 Mirzapur Plate of Sürapála, year 3 

No. 11 Grant of Hariråja of 'Süra Dynasty’ 

No. 12 Plates of Sabda Sri Chhardparaja ? year 15 


No.13 Plate of Mahåsåmanta Balavarmadeva, year 20 


Group II - Inscription from 10th to 13th century A.D. 
No. 14 Kahala Plates of Kalchüri Sodhadeva, V.S. 1135 


A - Copper Plates of Gahadvala Dynasty 
Plates of Chandradeva 
No. 15 Chandravati Plate of Chandradeva V.S. 1148 
No. 16 Chandravati Plates of Chandradeva V.S. 1150 
No. 17 Chandravati Plate of Chandradeva V.S.1156 
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Plates of Govindachandradeva 


Basahi Plate of Maharajaputra Govindchandradeva V.S. 1161 


Kamauli Plate of Maharajaputra 
Govindachandradeva V.S. 1162 

Pali 1st Plate of Govindachandradeva VS. 1171 
Kamauli Plate of Govindachandradeva VS. 1171 
Bhadaini Plate of Govindachandradeva VS.1171 
Kamauli Plate of Govindachandradeva V.S.1172 
Kamauli Plate of Govindachandradeva V.S.1174 
Basahi Plate of Govindachandradeva V.S.1174 
Kamauli Plate of Govindachandradeva V.S.1175 
Kamauli Plate of Govindachandradeva and his queen Nayanakelidevi 
VS. 1176 

Don Buzurg Plate of Govindachandradeva V.S.1176 
Kamauli Plate of Govindachandradeva V.S. 1176 
Chhatarpur Plate of Govindachandradeva V.S.1177 
Kamauli Plate of Govindachandradeva V.S.1178 
Kamauli Plate of Govindachandradeva V.S.1182 
Kamauli Plate of Govindachandradeva V.S.1184 
Bhadvana Plate of Govindachandradeva V.S.1184 
Saheth-Maheth Plate of Govindachandradeva V.S. 1186 
Itaunja Plate of Govindachandradeva V.S. 1186 
Bhadani Plate of Govindachandradeva V.S.1187 
Raivan Plate of Govindachandradeva V.S.1187 

Ren Plate of Govindachandradeva V.S.1188 

Pali Plates of Govindachandradeva V.S.1189 
Kamauli Plate of Govindachandradeva VS. 1190 


Bhadaini Plate of Govindachandradeva and Yuvaråja Maharajputra 
Asphotchandra VS. 1190 


Kamauli Plate of Govindachandradeva VS.1196 
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No.44  Kamauli Plate of Govindachandradeva V.S.1197 
No.45  Kamauli Plate of Govindachandradeva VS. 1198 
No.46 Kamauli Plate of Govindachandradeva VS. 1201 
No. 47  Machhlishahr Plate of Govindachandradeva V.S.1201 
No. 48 Lar Plates of Govindachandradeva VS. 1202 


No.49 Bhaidaini Plate of Govindachandradeva & Mahåråjaputra Rajyapala | 
VS. 1203 | 


No. 50 Bhadaini Plate of Govindachandradeva VS. 1207 


No.51 Bangarmau Plate of Govindachandradeva & his queen Gosaladevi 
VS. 1208 


No.52 Banaras Plate of Govindachandradeva VS. 1211 | 
No. 53 Banaras Plate of Singara Vatsaråja V.S. 1191 | 


Plates of Vijayachandradeva 
No. 54  Coppper Plate of Vijayachandradeva VS. 1217 | 
No. 55 Banaras Plate of Vijayachandradeva VS. 1221 


No. 56 Kamauli Plate of Vijayachandradeva & Yuvaråja Jayachandradeva i 
VS. 1224 it 


Plates of Jaychandradeva | 
No. 57 Kamauli Plate of Jayachandradeva V.S. 1226 i 
No. 58 Kamauli Plate of Jayachandradeva V.S.1228 i 
No. 59 Etawah Plate of Jayachandradeva V.S.1229 
No. 60 Kamauli Plate of Jayachandradeva V.S.1230 l 
No. 61 Kamauli Plate of Jayachandradeva V.S. 1231 i 


No. 63 Sihvar Plate of Jayachandradeva V.S. 1232 
No. 64 Banaras Plate of Jayachandradeva V.S.1232 i 
No. 65 Plate of Jayachandradeva VS. 1232 i 
No. 66 Kamauli Plate of Jayachandradeva V.S.1233 : 
No.67  Kamauli Plate of Jayachandradeva VS. 1233 
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No. 68 
No. 69 
No. 70 
No. 71 
No. 72 


No. 73 


No. 82 
No. 83 
No. 84 
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Banaras Plate of Jayachandradeva VS. 1233 
Kamauli Plate of Jayachandradeva VS. 1233 
Kamauli Plate of Jayachandradeva VS.1233 
Banaras Plate of Jayachandradeva VS. 1237 
Etawah Plate of Jayachandradeva V.S. 1239 


Plate of Hari$chandradeva 


Machhlishahr plate of Hari$chandradeva V.S. 1253 


B - Inscriptions of the Chahamanas 
Badaun Plate of Prithvichandradeva V.S. 1198 
Badaun Plate of Kumårachandradeva V.S. 1244 
Radan Plate of Chahamana Family V.S. XX 88 


C - Inscriptions of Råstrakutas 
Badaun Plate of Amritapala V.S. 1202 


D - Inscriptions of the Chandellas 
Plates of Paxmarddideva 
Semara Plates of Parmardideva V.S. 1223 
Ichchhavar Plates of Parmarddideva V.S. 1228 
Pachar Plate of Parmarddideva V.S. 1233 


Plates of Trailokyavarmana 
A & B Garra Plates of Trailokyavarman VS. 1261 


E. - Copper Plates of Other Royals 
Plates of Somavarhsi Vijayachandra VS. 1137 
Plate of Kirtipala of Uttarasamudra V.S. 1167 


Kamauli Plates of Vaidyadeva of Kamrüpa, year 4 
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Group III Miscellaneous inscriptions from 


14th century onwards 


Inscriptions of Chand kings of Kumaun 
No. 85 Plate of Dharamachand, Saka 1351 
No. 86 Plate of Bhartichand, Saka, 1399 
No. 87 Plate of Bhishmachand, Saka 1436 | 
No. 88 Plate of Kalyanachand, Saka 1655 ; 
No. 89 Plate of Kalyanachand, Saka 1659 


Inscriptions of other kings 

No. 90 Plate of Dharamasimhadeva VS. 1417 

No. 91 Plate of Bhimsimha of Udaipur VS. 1648 

No. 92 Plate of Girvanayuddha Vikramasåha V.S. 1856 

Insignificant Inscriptios 

No. 93 Copper Plate from Mahoba I 
No. 94 Inscribed Copper Plate A.D. 1808 
No. 95 Undated Plate (Beejak) W 
No. 96 Copper Plate, V.S. 1949 i 
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Abbreviations 
AR : A Annual Report of Indian Epigraphy 
ASR : Archeological Survey Report 
ASIR : Archeological Survey of India Report 
BMA - Bulletin of Museums and Archeology in U.P. 
Cll : Corpus Inscription Indicarum 
DHI : Dynastic History of India 
EHI : Early History of India 
Ep. Ind :  Epigraphia Indica 
Ind. Ant : Indian Antiquary 
IHQ : — Indian Historical Quarterly 
JRAS : Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society 
JASB : Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal 
JBORS  : Journal of the Bihar and Orissa Research Society 
JUPHS  : Journal of the U.P Historical Society 
Keilhorn List : List of Inscriptions of Northern India by Keilhorn. 
LMN : Lucknow Museum Minutes. 
MAR : Museum Annual Report 
PMP :  Paramabhattaraka Mahajadhiraja Parmesvara 
PSPB : Parama Saugata Parama Bhattaraka 
Shastri : Catalogue of Archeological Exhibits- Inscriptions in the 
Provincial Museum, Lucknow. 
VS : — Mikrama Samvat 
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Appendix-2 


Serial Number of Copperplates and their corresponding Number 


Museum Accession No. 
E1/S2977 
E2/S3031, $3032, S3033 
E3/S3036 
E62/0.110 
87.13 
E4/S2974 
E5/53027 
E61/0.120 AB 
E60/G81 
75.14 
44.47 


de 
6. 


Catalogue Serial 


IA 


olo|x|o|em $9 |% |N 


— 
e 


LA 
[en 


2 E8./0.22 


1 E9/E9/0.60,0.61,52966, 52978 
We E10/0.64 

18. E11/53023 
19: E12/53022 
20. E15/53021 
gil- E14/S3019 
E16/S3020 
E17/S3018 
E18/S2963 
E19/S2962 
E20/S2961 
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E23/0.69, 0.68 


E22/S2959 

30. E65/S2957 

31. E24/ 

32. E25/52955 Fi 

33. E26/52954 å 

34. E67/G129/S2953 

35. E27/0.23 
| 36. E66/0.129 li 
L 37 E28/52952 | | 

38. E29/52940 | 

39. E30/52939 | 

40. E31/52937,52938 

41. E32/52936 | 

42. E33/52935 i 

43. E35/52933 li 

44. E36/52932 | 

45. E37/52931 i 

46. E39/S2930 i 

47. E40/52929 il 

48. E41/52927, $2928 | 


E42/S2926 
E43/52925 


E44/52924 


E45/53096 


E34/S2934 


57.72 B i 


E47/52044 
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E48/S3043 


58. E50/53040 
60 E51/53039 


1. E52/53038 


pr om 1 


E55/52949 
48.209 


74. 87.10 


76. E63/0.216 

78. E46/52964, 53045, 52965 

79. E49/53042, 53041 

80. E56/0.24/52950 
E64/0.233 A/S2945-46 


81. 

82. 46.106 ABC 
E13/52973 
E38/52968-70 
E70/S2944/G457 
E71/G458/S2943 
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E72/6459/82941 
88. E73/G462/S2975 
51.284 
43.10 


9i E69/G395 
L 92. 89.21 

93. E58/S2972 
= 94. E59/S2942 


89.22 
92.43 
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CATALOGUE 


GROUP 1 : Inscriptions from Sth century A.D. to 9th Century 
A.D. 


No. I Pali Copper plate of Maharaja Lakshmana, vear 158. 


This copper plate was found buried in the house of a goldsmith at village Pali 
close to Kosam, modern Kausambi, now a district of the same name. It was 
obtained for the museum in 1891! and published by Dr. Fuhrer in 18942. This 
single, thin and smooth plate measures 21.5 cm. x 15 cm. and is engraved on 
both sides. It has a projection at the middle of the proper right side with a small 
hole at the centre for passing the copper ring of the seal attached to it. The seal 
(6.5 cm. x 5 cm.) is oval in shape and furnished with a pair of legs at the lower 
end. In the upper part of it over two horizontal lines about the middle, is cut in 
relief, a squatting lion while the lower portion bears a worn out legend which can 
be read as “Sri Maharaja Lakshmanasya". The inscription consists of 16 lines, 
10 on one side and 6 on the back. The language is Sanskrit and the script 
Brahmi and with the exception of the benedictive and imprecatory verses the 
record is in prose. 


The charter, which was issued from Jayapura records the grant of the village 
Phelaparvvatika to one Ravatisvamina, a Bráhmana of the Kautsa gotra on the 
full moon day of the month of Jyeshtha in the year 158, which is recorded in 
words and also shown in figures at the end. Though the era is not specified, it 
can be assumed to be Gupta Era on palaeographical grounds. The year would 
thus corespond to A.D. 477. The inscription mentions as dütaka (messenger) the 
Maharaja Naravåhanadatta. The donor Maharaja Lakshmana must have been a 
chief of Jayapura but he and the dütaka mentioned in the document as also the 
capital Jayapura are not known to us from any earlier or contemporary record. 
As the title Maharaja indicates they may have been feudatory chiefs of 
considerable influence during the later Gupta Period. 


1l. Keilhorn, List No. 452 
2. Ep. Ind. Vol. II page 363 ff. 
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No. 2 Khoh Copper Plates of Maharaja Hastin, year 163 


The copper plates bearing an inscription of Maharaja Hastin’ appear to have 
been found about 1852? from some where near Khoh in the former Nagaud 
state of Madhya Pradesh and were transferred to the Museum from Sanskrit 
College Library of Banaras in about 1894-95. The inscription they bear was 
deciphered by E. Thomas? in 1857 and an abstract translation was published 
by Prof. Wilson. Dr. Hall in 1861 and later General Cunningham partially 
reprinted it in 1879". This inscription was republished by Dr. Fleet in 1888°. His 
remark that yet another plate bearing the date 156 is also in the museum is, 


however, wrong. 


The copper plates, three in number, are rectangular in shape, two of which are 
of equal dimensions measuring 19 cm. x 14.5 cm. and the third, apparently 
used as an afterthought, a little smaller, (13.5 cm. x 6 cm.) A hole in the upper 
part of each plate would show that the plates were originally accompanied by a 
ring and the donor's seal, which are now not available. 


The epigraph on them consists of 30 lines of writing engraved on one side of 
the plates and is well preserved. It is written in Brahmi script and Sanskrit 
language. The inscription opens with an invocation of Siva Mahadeva and 
records the grant of Korpparika (a village) to certain Bråhmanas by Parivråjaka 
Maharaja Hastin who was the great grandson of Maharaja Devadhya, 
grandson of Maharaja Prabhanjana and son of Maharaja Damodara. The date 
of the grant is the second lunar day of the bright half of the month of Chaitra in 
Mahasvayuja samvatsara 163. This samvatsara was current in the Gupta 
period. The year would thus correspond to 482 A.D°. The document was written 
by Süryadatta, the minister of alliance and war and the dutaka (messenger) 
was Bhagraha, who also finds mention in Hastiná another inscription’. 


1 Keilhorn, List No. 452 

2.  Princep, Indian Antiquities p. 251 

3. ibid p. 252 

4.  JASB Vol. XXX p. 10 ff 

5. ASR Vol. IX p 11 ff 

6 Gupta Inscriptions p. 93 ff & p 100 footnote 4 
7. ibid p. 100 ff 
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No. 3 Bhitari Seal of Kumåragupta (m! 


This seal was discovered at Bhitari 
(UP) and was made over to the Mu 
announced in the Pioneer of 13th May 1889, Subseque 
V. A. Smith? and then by Hoernle, Dr. Fleet discussed the record on it at some 
length in Indian Antiquary Vol. XIX p. 22 ff. 


The seal is oval in shape, pointed at top and bottom and its extreme measures 


15 cm. by 12 cm. Around its face runs a raised rim. On the back of it are two 
holes evidently for attaching it to some other object probably to a copper 
charter. It is made of mixed metal of Which copper forms the chief component. 


The carving on the seal is in two parts. On the upper part is the figure of Garuda 
with a human head in fairly high relief, with extended wings, while the body and 
legs are that of a bird. Around his neck is a snake. The lower part demarcated by 
two horizontal parallel lines running across, contains an inscription of eight lines 
in low-relief written in Gupta characters and Sanskrit prose. 


The contents of the inscription are purely genealogical. The order of succession 
given in the record beginning with Kumåragupta (I) is as below : 


Kumåragupta (I) 
(married to Anantadevi) 


Puragupta 
(married to Vatsadevi) 


Narasimhagupta 
(married to Mahalakshmi) 


Kumaragupta (II) 


The information furnished by this epigraph is of extreme significance. The 
inscription not only extends the Gupta genealogy by two generations i.e. 
Narsimhagupta and Kumaragupta (II), the grandson and great-grandson of 
Kumaragupta (I) respectively, it also omits Skandagupta and mentions instead 
Puragupta as the son of Kumaragupta (I). Apparently Kumaragupta (I) had 
two sons- Skandagupta and Puragaputa. Whether Skandagupta left a successor 
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e was a formal division of the early Gupta territories 
brothers. Another point of interest in the 
ames of the three queens of Gupta dynasty, 
halakshmi which were not known before”. 


or not, it appears that ther 
in the generation of these two 
inscription is the mention of the n 
namely Anantadevi, Vatsadevi and Ma 


Keilhorn. List No. 518 

N.W.P and Oudh Museum Minutes Vol. III p. 87. 
JASB LVIII pt 1 p. 84ff 

Ibid p. 88 ff 

Ind. Ant. Vol. XIX 224 ff 


CX ape ND i 


No. 4 Kasia Copper Plate 


This copper plate was found during the excavations at Kasia conducted by Dr. 
Sahni in 1910-11. The plate was placed upside down on a copper jar, which is 
said to have contained a relic casket! and was acquired by the museum in 1915. 


The plate measures 42.5 cm. broad by 15 cm. high and bears an inscription of 
13 lines in Brahmi script, which is partly engraved and partly hand written in 
black ink and Sanskrit language. Purely religious in character the epigraph 
contains the Nidàna Sutra of Buddhism which was caused to be written on a 
tàmrapatta at ihe Nirvana Chaitya by Haribala, head of several monasties for the 
propititation of the Dharma. This copper plate is of exceptional interest. It proves 
beyond doubt the Mahaparinirvana of the Buddha at the site and the existence 
of a chaitya at the spot. But the most noteworthy evidence provided by it is the 
method adopted for writing and inscribing a copper plate. It appears that the 
whole text of the document was first directly written by hand in indelible black 
ink on the face of a smoothened plate in the then prevailing script, which was to 
be engraved there after. In the present case only a part of epiaraph is engraved 
and the rest of the composition is left over in its original hand-written form. 


The record is undated but on the basis of script and the name of Haribala who is 
known to have installed several images of the Buddha as far as Mathura. in the 
Gupta period, there can be no doubt in assigning this inscription to about the 
fifth century A.D. 


1. ASIR 1910 - 11 p 
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No. 5 Deokali Grant of I$ånavarmana Samvat 632 ? 


The copper plate was found at Deolaki, a village in Ghazipur District (UP) 
while digging the foundation of a house. It was taken over by the district 
administration under Treasure Trove Rules and later sent to the museum in 
1982. It was briefly noticed in 1988). 


It is a thin plate measuring 29 cm x 22.5 cm. and is inscribed on one side only 
with 22 lines in script of Nothern variety. On the upper part of it in the middle is 
soldered a seal bearing the figure of Garuda, half-human half-bird, with wide- 
spread wings and below it in relief the legend reading “Sri Isånavarmadeva” in 
the script which appears to be later than the Gupta period. The language of the 
epigraph is Sanskrit and except for the verse containing the grant of land, almost 
at the end, the whole text is in prose. 


The object of the grant is to bestow upon a Brahmana named Ganadeva of 
Krishnåtreva gotra, the village of Varggåshana in Pafichålaka vishaya. The donee, 
a resident of Nakulika was the son of Bhatta Chaturvedi Chandradeva. The 
messenger of the grant was Yuvaraja Saravvavarmana, born of queen 
Lakhnavati. 


The charter also gives the genealogy of the Maukhari dynasty beginning from 
Maharajadhiraja Harivarmana married to Jayasvamini Bhattarika, their son 
Adityavarmana married to Bhattarika Harshagupta, their son I$anavarmana 
married to Bhattarika Umåguptå, from whom was born I$ånavarmana himself, 
the donor of this grant. 


The charter was issued at the king’s camp at Manderanvasa. Dr. K. K. Thapaliyal 
who jointly published this inscription considers it as spurious for many reasons”. 
The date 632? mentioned in the record is given in figures only, the first digit of 
which due to a fracture in the plate, may be read both as 5 or 6. If we take the 
date as VS. 532 the equivalent date in AD would be 475, not a feasible 
preposition, for the earliest known date of Isånavarmana is AD 554 nearly 
eighty years later. As such the date given in it should be V.S. 632 which is 
equivalent to 575 AD. But even allowing its doubtful character, the inscription 
is important for its being the first copper -plate charter of any Maukhari king 
known to us so far. It also helps in establishing that the Maukhari king 
Iéanavarmana ruled from 554 to 575 AD. 


1. BMA No. 42 (1988) p 77 ff 
33 
———— ——Un— mm E D NNRDNDDDNUNNNNN 


Sanskrit Digital Preservation Foundation, Chandigarh 


Catalogue of Copper Plates in the State Museum Lucknow mmm——À——— ———n— 


No. 6  Banskhera copper plate of Harsha’ - year 22 


The plate was found in the village of Banskhera about 25 miles from 
Shahjehanpur in 1894 and presented to the museum the same year. It has 
published by Bühler in 1896-97.” 


The plate is rectangular in shape measuring 66.5 c.m. x 33 cm. bearing an 
inscription of 18 lines written in good and correct Sanskrit in the script of about 
7th cent. AD. The projection in the middle of proper right side has an arch- 
shaped seal soldered on to it having a worn out inscription which is hardly 
legible. The last line of the main epigraph consists of the sign-manual of the king 
written in elaborately ornamented characters about three times larger than those 
on the body of the grant, showing that king Harsha must have been a highly 
accomplished pen-man if at least they reproduce the king's hand writing." 


After the giving the genealogy of king Harsha the inscription goes on to record 
that on Karttika badi 1 (in the Harsha) Samvat 22 (AD 628-29), Harsha, the king 
of Kanauj and Thånesvara granted to two Brahmanas the village of Markatasagar 
which lay in the bhukti (province) of Ahichchhatra and in the western pathakà 
of Angadiya vishaya. The charter was issued from Vardhamanakoti and the 
offcials mentioned in it are Skandagupta, the dutaka or messenger and Bhana, 
the keeper of records. The grant was engraved by Isvara. 


1. Keilhorn, List no. 528 
2. Ep. Ind. Vol. IV p. 208 ff. 
3. Smith. Early History of India p. 316 


No. 7 Madhuban Copper Plate of Harsha! year 25 


The plate was discovered in January 1888 by a cultivator from a field near 
Madhuban in tehsil Ghosi of Azamgarh district and was acquired by the 
Museum in 1887. The inscription was published by Dr. Bühler? 


The document is engraved on one side of a single rectangular copper plate 
measuring 51 cm. by 32 cm. There is no ring or seal attached to it. A break at the 


proper right side suggests that the plate projected there but whether a seal was 
attached to this projection can not be determined. 
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The inscription consists of 18 lines written in neat and well engraved letters, 
The language is Sanskrit and letters belong to north-western class of alphabets. 
The charter was issued from Harsha’s camp of victory at Kapitthaka identified 
by Cunningham with modern Sankisa on the Kalindi river in Fatehgarh district. 
Its purpose is to record the transfer of the village of Somakundaka situated in 
the Kundadhami vishaya in the bhukti of Sravasti from one Vamarathya, who 


had formerly enjoyed it on the strength of a forged document (Küfasasana) to 
two other Bråhmanas, after destorying the old plate. 


The genealogical portion of this inscription is identical with that of the 
Banskhera plate noted above (No. 6). According to these inscriptions Harsha 
and his elder borther Rajyavardhana were the sons of Prabhakaravardhana 
and Yasomatidevi, Prabhakaravardhana was the son of Adityavardhana 
(married to Mahasenaguptadevi) and grandson of Rajyavardhana (I) (married 
to Apsarodevi) and great grandson of Naravardhana (married to Vajirnidevi ). 
An interesting information that emerges from this inscription is the statement 
that Harsha's elder brother Rajyavardhana (II) was a Saugata Buddhist who 
after defeating Devagupta and other kings, was treachously slain in his enemies 
quarters. We also learn from the record that Harsha had great attachment and 
regard for his elder brother king Rajyavardhana (II). His poetic genius too is 
revealed by the two admonitory verses in lines 16-17 of this grant. Lastly as the 
village granted was situated in the bhukti of Sravasti, it is evident that Harsha 
had conquered at the time a considerable portion of Northern India. 


The grant is dated in the sixth lunar day of the dark half of Mårgasirsha of the 
year 25, which is apparently a regnal year of the Harsha era and would thus 
correspond to 631 AD. The dütaka of the grant was the Mahàsamanta Maharaja 
Skandagupta. The order to engrave the inscription was given by the chief keeper 
of records, Samanta Maharaja I$varagupta and the engraving was done by one 
Gurjjara. 

1. Keilhorn, List No. 529 

2. Ep. Ind. Vol. I p. 67ff 

2. Ep. Ind. Vol. VII p. 157 
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No. 8 A & B ; Two Talesvara Plates! of Dyutivarmana 
and Vishnuvarmana, years 5 and 28 


nially dug out in the course of terracing a field at 
in Uttaranchal. They 


hed by Y. R. Gupte.” 


The plates were accide 
Talesvara near Deghat, a village in Almora district now 
were deposited in the museum in 1914. They were publis 


Each plate has an oval seal soldered to it containing the same legend in four 
lines besides several symbols separated from the legend by a straight line. 
Above it is shown a recumbent bull with head turned to right. Before it is seen 
a fish or tortoise and below the latter Garuda, all these surmounted by a hooded 
cobra. The legend on the seals is identical and says that “here is the charter of 
Dyujivarmana, the great grandson of Vishnuvarmana, the grandson of 
Vrishavarmana and the son of glorious Agnivarmana”. Strangely, however, the 
earlier plate of year 5 ascribes itself to Dyutivarmana son of Agnivarmana and 
the other dated in year 28 to Vishnuvarmana son of Dyutivarmana. Both the 
kings call themselves Paramabhattåraka Maharajadhiraja. The alphabets of 
the seal have many common characteristics with the Gupta script. But the 
lettering on the plates is of much later date. Crouched in Sanskrit language, 
both the plates of almost equal dimensions (48 cm. x 38 cm.) contain 
inscription of 28 lines each, engraved on one side only. Both the charters were 
issued from Brahmapura comparable io the city of Purandhara (/ndra) and the 
kings claim their descent from moon and sun of the royal lineage of the 
Pauarvas. 


A. Grant of Dyutivarmana, year 5 


The purpose of this charter of the king Paramabhattåraka Maharajadhiraja 
Dyutivarmana is to confirm the grants of some villages, plots of land, pallikas, 
Arishtasrama at Karttikeyapura, the market town named after prince Oddala, 
Uttarapatha with many villages at the bank of river Pitrigangå etc. all of which 
were mentioned in the previous grants burnt down in fire, for the purpose of 
worshiping God Viranesvaraswåmi. The date given in the inscription is the 30th 
day of the month of Pausha of the 5th year of reign, which in the absence of 
any sarhvat cannot be verified and it is also not possible to give an English 
equivalent. On palaeographic grounds it may, however, be placed in the late 
seventh or early eighth cent. A.D. 


The dutaka or messenger is said to be pramatara Suryadatta, the officer 
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entrusted with the arrangement of peace and the war, and the writer 
Vishnudasa The engraver was goldsmith, Ananta. 


B. Grant of Vishnuvarmana, year 28 


Differently worded, the object of this inscription is to record the king's sanction 
to the previous grants, accidentally destroyed, for the purpose of continuance 
of the great sacrificial sessions, at the request of Temple congregations headed 
by Trata, and to enjoy the gifts perpetually. Interestingly the area of the gift 
lands has been defined in terms of kulya, khari and drons (all measures of 
grain that can be sown in the fields). Some portion of land belonging to 
landholder Varåhadeva, divirapati Dhanadatta and commander of the army 
Lavachandra were also donated in order to be presented at the feet of 
Våmanasvåmi before the shrine in the temple at Durvashandaka for sacrificial 
sessions. The charter is dated the 5th day of Marggasirsha of the 28th year of 
the reign, which, also in the absence of any samvat, cannot be equated to any 
English date of our times. The messenger in this case is pramatara Varnadatta, 
writer divirapati Dhanadatta and engraver, the same goldsmith Ananta. 


These plates are of considerable importance for they supply the names of 
some hitherto unknown kings. They also mention names of cities, villages and 
fields, which are of geographical and historical interest. The records clearly refer 
to Garhwal and the Katyura valley and also help in identifying and locating 
Karttikeyapura as the capital of Katyur kings. The paravatakara rajya means the 
kingdom filled by mountains, which, therefore certainly refers to a hilly state. 


1. A.R. Ep. 1955-56 Nos. A 104-105 
2. Ep. Ind. Vol. XIII pp. 109 ff. Y. R. Gupte considers them as spurious for 
several reasons adduced therein. 


No. 9 Barah copper-plate of Bhojadeva! V.S. 
893 = 836 AD 


This plate was discovered in March 1925 from the foundation of a house at 
Barah, said to have been inhabited during the Mughal period on Kanpur-Kalpi 
road in Akbarpur tehsil of Kanpur district and deposited in the museum in 1925. 


The plate measures 58 cm. X 42 cm. and is inscribed on one side only. The 
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three holes drilled at the left side of the plate show that a seal was probably 
attached to it. The writing consists of 16 lines of deeply cut and well-shaped 
letters. The script is Kutila (Nagari) of the period and the language Sanskrit 
prose. The date, when the grant was issued. is given in the last line where it is 
expressed by letter-numerals and a numerical figure which Shasiri and Ojha 
read as 893 of Vikrama era.” 


The charter is that of king Bhojadeva, who is no other than the famous ruler 
of the same name of the Gurjara Pratihara dynasty, and its object is to record 
the grant of an agrahara called Valakagrahara in Udambara visaya of 
Kalafjara mandala in the bhukti of Kanyakubja, to the Brahamanas of the 
family of Bhatta Kachersvami who belonged to Bhardvaja gotra and 
Vajasaneyi sakha, with all its income, barring such as had already been 
granted to Gods and Bråhmanas. As evident from this charter the original 
grant was issued by Sarvvarmanadeva and sanctioned by king Nagabhattadeva 
which, due to incapability of the controlling officer in the reign of king 
Ramabhadradeva, remained disturbed for sometime and Bhojadeva, the 
grandson of Nagabhattadeva, revived it on old terms on the fifth day of the 
bright fortnight of Karttika masa in the year 893=836 A.D. The messenger 
(dütaka) was Baladitya son of Rajyabhattaraka and the writer Rudrata. 


The grant was issued from Mahodaya (Kanauj) itself, which was the capital 
town of the Gurjara-Pratiharas. The genealogy of Bhojadeva beginning with 
Devasaktideva and his queen Bhuyikadevi and their descendents upto 
Ramabhadadeva, king Bhojadeva's father, alongwith the names of their queens 
is also given in this record. This incidentally is also the earliest document of king 
Bhojadeva’. 


1. AR. No. 108 1955-56. 
2. Ep. Ind. Vol. XIX pp. 15 ff. See also Vol. XVII pp 235 ff. 


No. 10. Mirzapur copper-plate of Sirapala, year 3 
The plate was discovered at village Dhauravala in Mirzapur district and was 
acquired by the museum under T.T. Rules in the year 1975. It has not been 


edited but briefly noticed’. 


It is a single plate of thick copper and measures 44 cm, x 37 cm. On the central 
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top is soldered a massive seal 22) 
central panel of the seal, in bol 
Dharamachakra with an umbr 
by two antelopes at the sides. 
name Sri Surapåladevasya i 


9 high and at base 20 cm. wide. In the 
d relief, is shown the famous Sarnath device the 
ella over it from which hang long pennons, flanked 
Below this insignia is written in high relief the royal 
:€. of Sürapaladeva. 


obviously to protect the writing 
The full text of the record runs in- 
and 33 on the reverse side of the 


from damage, and is inscribed on both sides. 
to seventy lines in all - 37 lines on the observe 
plate. The inscription, composed in verse and prose, is by and large, quite well 
preserved. The script is Nagari of the period and the language used is Sanskrit. 
An alphabet ‘ni’ is seen incised on either side of the text at the end, which is 
an abbreviation of “ni mahakshni” denoting approval of Mahakshapatalika. 


The inscription, the longest record of any Pala king so far and the only 
document of the dynasty found in Uttar Pradesh, is that, of Paramavsaugata 
Paramabhattåraka Maharajadhiraja Sürapála, who, according to the genealogy 
given, was the son and successor. of PSPB Mahåråjådhiråja Devapåladeva and 
grandson of PSPB Mahåråjådhiråja Dharmapåladeva, son of Gopåla the 
founder the Påla dynasty. 


The purpose of the grant is to record the donation of some villages in Srinagara 
bhukti (modern Patna) to the Saivacharyas of Banaras. The charter was issued 
while the king Surapåla was camping at Mudgagiri (modern Monghyr). The 
dutaka was Yudhishthira and the deed (Sagana) was recorded by Samanta 
Dhakkadåsa Vairochandasa. It is dated, the second day of the bright half of the 
month of Asvina in the year 3 of the reign. 


The inscription is very important. It is the first genuine record of Surapåla and 
the only copper-plate grant of the king known to us so far. It also sets cs the 
identity of the king generally surmised as the other name of Vigrahapala*, It elo 
confirms in unequivocal terms that Surpåla was the direct Successor of Devapala, 
thus corroborating the genealogy given in the Badal Prasasti : The order of 
succession given therein is : Dharmapala, Devepala, piliapala pug 
Narayanapala. It appears that since only two small DE naming 
Surapåla, both on stone pedestals, dated in the year 2 and 3 respectively, are 
known, he could not have been seriously reckoned as a Pāla monarch of any 
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consequence thus leading to the controversy around the successors of Devapala. 
As the present grant too is dated in the year 3, it can be presumed that the king 
Sürapala had a very short reign though. Some of the verses in the epigraph are 
gems of Sanskrit kavya and aver to Sürapála's own conquests and expansion of 
Pala domain upto Nepal and Vindhyan range’. 


BMA Vol. 5-6 (1970) p. 67 ff where it is briefly noticed. 


2.  JASB part Il App. p. 206. Hoernle views were also accepted by Keilhorn, 
Ep. Ind. Vol. VIII App. I p. 17. 


3. Ep. Ind. Vol. II p. 160 ff. 


According to Monghyr Grant of Devapala his war elephants had reached 
Vindhyan Range while his cavalry roamed the Kamboja country. 
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No. 11 Grant of Hariråja of Süra Dynasty 


These are three copper plates which were purchased by the museum in the year 
1944 from a dealer. The place and circumstances of their discovery are, 
therefore, not known. They have not been published. 


The inscription is engraved on all the three small rectangular plates of equal 
size (16 cm. x 7 cm.) each having a hole at the top centre apparently for 
passing the ring and the seal which are, however, not forthcoming. The first and 
the third plate is engraved only on one side while the second is inscribed on 
both the sides. The record altogether consists of 24 lines, 6 lines each on the 
first and the third plate while the second has an equal number of lines on front 
and back. But for some corrosion here and there affecting a few letters, the 
writing on the whole is in a good state of preservation. The language of the 
charter is Sanskrit and the script looks like that of Eastern Chalukya kings 
(since the letters are box headed they also look akin to Southern alphabets). As 
is known, the Gupta influence can be traced in official records of the Kalchüris 
too. All this coupled with the fact that the record is undated, it may be difficult 
to assign this inscription to a particular time frame. It would, however, be 
reasonable to assume that paleographically it could be placed in seventh or 
eighth century A.D. 


It has been said in the charter, supposedly issued from Santanapura that 
Hariråja, who was the grandson ? of one Srimant Mukhobhagraharåja (This is 
a tentative reading as the letters are damaged here) belonging to Sura dynasty, 
allowed his chief queen (Pradhåna Mahisya) Anantamahadevi to direct several 
Mahamatras and citizens of Ambrakanagar where the queen resided, to 
contribute as before for the upkeep of the residence (probably of Brahmanas) of 
Daukika village who belonged to Kaudinya gotra and were masters of 
Upanishads and Siddhåntas, for perpetuating the influence of Sura dynasty. 


The places and names of persons mentioned in the record gamme! be identified 
nor the region be demarcated where the Sira family really existed. Since there 
is no honorific attached to Hariråja's name, he may have been a petty king or 
a mere chieftain. However, besides introduing Harirāja to us for the first (mene 
clear instance of a comparatively long preservation of antique characters in 
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charters for official purposes upto seventh or eighth century A.D. is furnished by 


this inscription. 


No. 12 Copper plates of Sri Sabda ? Chharadparaja ? 
Samvat 15 


Like no. 11 above these plates were also purchased by the museum in the year 
1957 and their antecedents likewise are not known. The inscription is 


unpublished. 


These are two rectagular thin plates of small size measuring 13 cm. x 7 cm. and 
11 cm. by 6 cm. respectively, badly damaged and broken at each end. Both the 
plates bear an inscription on the obverse and reverse sides yet they do not appear 
to make a complete record, which might have spread over to another plate, 
which is not forth-coming. There is a round hole on the right side middle of the 
plates apparently for passing the ring and the seal which is now separated from 
the record. The small round seal appears to be of an alloy with a marked 
depression probably caused by the imprint of seal matrix on red-hot metal. It 
shows in high relief the figure of a seated bull to right and below it in horizontally 
framed panel and illegible five-letter legend in relief. 


The first plate contains seven lines on the first side and nine on the reverse and 
the second seven lines on one side and only two on the reverse making it a 25 
line epigraph. As some portions of the plates are chipped off and encrustation 
has also damaged the writing, some letters cannot be correctly deciphered nor 
the broken letters restored. 


The charter is that of Paramamåhesvara Sri Sabda ? Chhardaparåja ? and the 
purpose of the record appears to be the grant of the village Salsala in 
Bamadola pattalå situated in Tarimba vishava to one Omkesvarasvàmi of 
Kasyapa gotra for the well being of king’s parents and himself. The officials 
addressed are Samanta, Mahåsåmanta, Rajanaika, Rajaputra, Dandanayaka, 
Kumaramatya, and Uparika. The date recorded in the inscription is Samvat 
10 (+) 5 = 15 of Mågha, the figure indicating the day is however, obliterated. 
The inscriber was Sresthi Buddhena. 


It is impossible to connect this king to any dynasty or the Samvat to a known 
era at the present state of our knowledge. The charter is written in Sanskrit 
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language and the Script is nort 


hern variety of alphab i 
nearer to the 8th century A.D. x en 


JL Tine reading is tentative. The 


name of the king sounds to be similar to one 
used by Mysore rulers,  . 


No. 13. Copper plate of Mahåsåmanta Balavarmadeva! 

vear 20 
Though this plate is in the museum but where from it came and the 
circumstances surrounding its discovery and acquisition are not known. 


It is a single plate which measures 38 cm. x 22 cm. excluding the projection 
about 5 cm. broad x 7 cm. high with a rectangular hole on the proper right side. 
The inscription engraved on one side of this plate consists of 15 lines written in 
Sanskrit language and Kutila script of about 8-9 th century A.D. Due to corrosion 
the writing has suffered at a few places but the inscription otherwise is well- 
preserved. 


The charter was issued from Brihadgriha and records that Mahåsåmanta 
Balavarmadeva who meditated on the feet of Mahåsåmanta Panduvarmadeva, 
granted the village of Bhujangika on the river Vegananda to certain religious 
students at the request of merchants who apparently inhabited the village of the 
grant. The date of this inscription is the second lunar day of the bright fortnight 
of the month of Chaitra in the year 20. The düfaka (messenger) is named as 
Kelhana ? and the writer of the grant was Sandhivigrahaka (Minister of peace 
and war) Adiayadesta (Adityadatta). The names of the two Mahåsåmantas in 
the record are not met with anywhere else. As Brihadariha is a synonym of 
Karusha? which is applied to Shahabad district in Bihar, the places and river 
named in the inscription may be assumed to be somewhere near Patna. The 
inscription was first published in the Journal of the Ameten Oriental Society. 
(Vol. VI page 538) and later on by Prof. Keilhorn in 1891". 


1.  Keilhorn, List No. 602 
2.  AS.R. Vol. III page 70 
3. Ind. Ant. Vol. XX page 124 
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No. 14. Kahla plates of Kalchüri Sodhadeva-Samvat 1135 


ere found in 1889 in a field at village Kahla of pargana Dhuriapar 


The plates w 
m in 1895. The grant was 


in Gorakhpur district! and presented to the museu 
edited by Prof. Keilhorn’. 


The plates are two in number and each measures 44 cm. x 33 cm. The edges 
of the plates are fashioned in to a low rim and are furnished with a circular 
seal 7 cm. in diameter and mounted on a ring which passes through a hole in 
the middle of the lower part of the first and upper part of the second plate. The 
seal contains, in high relief, the figure of a couchant bull to right and the name 
of the king in Nagari letters below which is shown an arrow pointed to proper 


right direction. 


The inscription consists of 59 lines of writing, 31 lines on the first plate and the 
rest on the second, written in Nagari script and Sanskrit language. The first 32 
lines give the genealogy of Sodhadeva composed in thirty verses. Besides the 
usual benedictive and imprecatory verses, the rest of the text is in prose. 


The inscription is that of Sodhadeva of the Rajaputra branch of the Kalchüri 
family and purports to record the grant by king Sodhadeva of 20 nålukas of 
land situated (in the district of) Tikarika, which belonged to Gunakala vishaya. 
This gift was made by the king after bathinng in the river Gandaki on the 
occasion of Uttarayani Samkranti, on Sunday the seventh tithi of the bright half 
of the month of Pausa in [Vikrama] Samvat 1135, which is equivalent to year 
1077 of the Christian era. Two other dates also occur in this record - Sam. 
1077 corresponding to 1031 A. D. as the date of the accession of Vyasa, father 
of Sodhadeva and the other Samvat 1135= 1079 A.D. when the copper plates 
were written by the recorder of orders, Janaka. 


The Råjaputra branch? of the Kalchüris is a new discovery. The date of the 
accession of Vyasa is probably the earliest known date of the Kalchüris of 
Chedi, found in any inscription so far. It is curious, however, that the above 
record speaks of the plates as if they were one. ayam tåmra tamrapatta (line 
57) where as they actually number two. ` 
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Museum Minutes Vol, VI p. 648 
2. Ep. Ind. Vol. VII p. 85 ff. 


The mention of river Gandaki ma 


1 y indicate that this Rājaputra branch of 
the Kalchüris may have settled in 


the vicinity of Kanauj. 
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PLATES OF CHANDRADEVA 


No. 15 Chandravati Plate of Chandradeva - Samvat 1148— 1091 A. D. 


anges under the fort of 


The plate! was found buried on the left bank of the G 
um in 1908. 


Chandravati in the district of Varanasi and deposited in the muse 
The inscription was edited by Dr. Sten Know? . 


This is single plate measuring 39 cm. x 20 cm. and is inscribed on one side only. 
The edges of the plate are fashioned into a low rim. A hole is seen in the middle 
of the upper part through which passed a circular ring on which slides a bell- 
shaped seal. The face of the seal is circular and bears in relief the figure of Garuda 
having the body of a man and the head of a bird, kneeling with face turned to 
right. Across the centre is the legend ' ‘Srivadach (Srimach) Chandradevah" and 


at the bottom a conch (Samkha). 


The plate contains 23 lines of writing in Devanågari characters and Sanskrit 
language and records the grant of the village of Vadagava situated in Bavana 
pattalå to a Bråhmana by King Chandradeva of Kanauj after he had bathed in 
the neighbourhood of Sauri Narayana, probably a place of pilgrimage. The 
portion of the inscription containing the date is damaged. The original date of 
the charter appears to have been Thursday the fifteenth day of the bright half of 
Karttika of the [ Vikrama] Samvat 1148 which was afterwards changed to Sunday 
the eleventh day of the same fortnight. This incidentally is the earliest known 
date of this king. 


1. APRASN. C. 1907-08 pp. 202 ff 
2. Ep. ind, Vol IX pp. 302 ff 


No. 16 Chandravati plates of Chandradeva - Samvat 
1150= 1093 AD 


These copper plates’ were found enclosed in a roughly executed stone box on 
the left bank of the Ganges in the ancient fort of the Chandravati in the district 
of Varanasi in 1911. They were acquired by the museum in 1912. 
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use copper rings, which were found detached. The seal of the king, which is a 
solid bell-shaped mass, slides on the biggest ring and bears in relief ihe figure of 
the man-bird Garuda and a small conch-shell at the bottom ØRE 
appears in bold relief the name of the king Chandradeva. 


The document proper is engraved on the first two plates only, the remaining 
three plates only contain the list of five hundred Bråhmanas on whom the 
donation was bestowed. The whole charter as such runs into 90 lines. The grant 
which was ordered by king Chandradeva of Kanauj on Sunday the 15th day of 
dark half of Asvina of [Vikrama] Samvat 1150. (given in words and figures) at 
the time of solar eclipse after the king had bathed at the holy site of Svargadvara 
on the confluence of rivers Saryü and Gharghar (Ghagghar) at Ayodhya, 
included the entire pattala of Kathehali except the villages previously endowed 
upon deities and Brahmanas etc. It is interesting to note that Svargadvara is still 
an important place of pilgrimage at Ayodhya. 


1. Ep. Ind. Vol. XIV pp. 193 ff. 


No. 17 Chandravati Plate of Chandradeva - Samvat 
1156 = 1099 A.D. 


This plate to was found in the same stone box referred to above along with the 
five plates (no. 16). Their discovery and subsequent transfer to the museum has 
also been noticed above. This inscription has been published by D. R. Sahni". 


It is a single plate, which measures 68 cm. x 43 cm. It is inscribed on one side 
only with an epigraph comprising of 25 lines of writing. The script is Nagari 
and the text is composed in Sanskrit. The inscription begins with the remark 
that this grant was made after a munificient gift of gold and other valuables 
equal to king’s weight(tulåpurusa) and a thousand cows before the image of 
Adikesava. This record chronicles the grant by the king Chandradeva of 30 
villages in Vrihadyehadevaratha pattalå and two villages in Kathehali 
respectively for the residence of the same five hundred Brahmanas who were 
the recepients of donation recorded in the preceding grant. The king did so after 
bathing at the Adikegava ghatta at the confluence of the Ganges and river 
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Varna, on Saturday in the yugadiparvana, the akshatatritivå tithi of the bright 
fortnight of Vaisåkha in [Vikrama] Samvat 1156. The Adikesava ghatta still 
exists in Varanasi. ; 


The charter shows further that on the same occasion king Chandradeva also 
granted the village of Madhuada (Maovada grama) Vamkånai Pattalå to (the 
temple of) Chandramådhava at Chandråvati. Possibly this temple was built by 
the king himself from which the present name of Chandravati is derived. 


The inscription mentions the names of the great samskrit scholars: Gunadhya, 
Bhairavi and Rajasekhara and eulogises the king as “at the resounding of 
whose copper-plates, bearing grants of land at the time of their being engraved 
with rows of closely written lines, the universe has become deafened” 

1. Ep. Ind., Vol XIV p 197 ff. 

2.- Shastri, Catalogue 1915 p 10 
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PLATES OF GOVINDACHANDRADEVA 


No. 18 Basahi Copper Plate! 


of Maharajaput 
Govindachandradeva - 161 — 


Samvat 1161 = 1104 A.D. 
The plate was found in å wall-recess of a 
Basahi in Etawa district probably in 1873 an 
The inscription on the plate was firs 
on edited by Fleet in 1885? . — 


dilapidated house in the village of 
d deposited in the museum in 1885. 
t published by Rajendra Lal Mitra? and later 


The plate measuring 68 cm. x 43 cm. is engraved on one side only. The seal 
accompanying the plate bears in refief the name of the donor “Sri Mad- 
Govindachandradevah” across the centre and the usual figure of man-bird 
Garuda above and a gankha below it along with a barbed arrow engraved at the 
right margin as usual. A clasp was riveted (now lost) on the middle of the upper 
edge of the plate containing a chain of two rings of unequal thickness holding the 
seal. 


The inscription runs into 22 lines. The characters are Någari and the language” 
Sanskrit. The record opens with the invocation of Vasudeva followed by a verse 

in the praise of the same deity under the name of Damodara. Thereafter follows 
the genealogy of the donor (as Rajaputra Govindachandradeva). Ns 


The purport of the charter is to record the grant to a Brahmana by the name of 
Alheka, son of Kula, belonging to Varvricha $åkhå of Gautama gotra' having 
three pravaras, of the village of Vasabhi in Jiavati pattala by Mahåråjaputra 
Govindachandradeva, on Sunday the 5th day of bright half of Pausha of 
[Vikrama] Samvat 1161 on the occasion of Uttaråyani Sankranti after bathing 
at Asatika on the river Yamuna. The date of the record is'given both in words 
and figures. The grant was composed by Pandita Vijayadasa son of Pandita 
Kuke in the presence of the family priest Sri Jaguka, Mahattaka Sri Valhana 
and Pratihara Sri Gautama. The boundaries of the village have also been 
defined in the record. It is interesting to find that Govindachandra is mentioned 
here only as "mahåråjaputra” and not even as MENIGE or Mahåråjadhiråja. 
No. other usual honorific preceding his or his successors nome Gs found in 
later records are mentioned. The Basahi plate is perhaps the earliest grant made 


by Govindachandradeva. 
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1.  Keilhorn, List No. 77 and Ind. Ant. Vol. XIX pp 63 No. 176 


2.  JASB Vol. XLII part I p 314 ff 
3. Ind Ant. XiV p 101 ff 


No. 19 Kamauli Plate of Maharajaputra 
Govindachandradeva - Samvat 1162-1105 A.D. 


This is one of the 25 plates which were found in 1892 in the village of Kamauli! 
near Varanasi and deposited in the museum in 1893-94. The inscription on the 
plate was edited by Dr. Venis’. 


The size of this plate is 45 cm.x 30 cm. At the middle of the top end is riveted a 
copper band through which ran the ring of the seal which is now not available. 
At the proper right margin of the plate is engraved a conch and below it a barbed 
arrow. The plate is engraved on both sides with an inscription in Devanagri script 
consisting of 24 lines of which only the last line is incised on the back side of the 
plate. The language of the record is Sanskrit composed in both verse and prose. 
The inscription belongs to Govindachandradeva of Kanauj, and closely 
resembles the Basahi Grant noted above both in outward form and text. 


The subject of the charter is to record the grant of the village of Usitha in Jiavati 
pattala in the Pårichåla country by Govindachandradeva of the Gahadvala 
family who is again indicated here as Mahåråjaputra only, to Vilhakya Dikshita 
son of Dikshita Purvasa of Bandhula gotra and Våjasanevi $åkhå. The 
Maharajaputra Govindachandra, made this gift after bathing in the Ganges on 
Tuesday the full moon day of Karttika in the Samvat 1162 when he was 
encamped at Vishnupura. The date of the grant is recorded both in words and 
figures. The inscription was composed by Vijayadasa and the persons consenting 
to the grant were Jåjuka, Mahattaka Valhana and Pratihåra Gautam besides 
the queen-mother Ralhadevi. 


1. Keilhorn, List No. 18 
2. Ep. Ind. Vol. II p 347 
3. lbid, p. 358 ff. 
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No. 20 Pali first plate of G 


1171-1114 A.D. ovindachandradeva - Samvat 


The plate was found in the village of Pali? 
district in 18857., Alongwith it were found tw 
Sarhvat 1189. The inscription on the plate 


in pargana Dhuriapar of Gorakhpur 
o other plates? of the same king dated 
was published by Diskalkar in 19364. 
This is only the first plate of the two or three plates constituting the full text of the 
grant of Govindachandradeva, the famous Gahadvala king of Kanauj. The plate 
measures 34 cm. X 35 cm. and bears 18 lines of well executed writing on one 
side of it. There is a hole in the middle of the lower part meant for the ring 
holding the plates together but the ring and the seal as well as the other plate or 
plates have not been found. The edges of the plate are fashioned into a rim to 
protect the writing. The language of the inscription is Sanskrit and the script 
Devanagari, as is usual with the Gahadvala records. 


The inscription records the grant by king Govindachandradeva of 30 hala of 
land in the Pali and other villages in the Saruvara Onavala pathaka in Sirasi 
pattala in the month of Bhadrapada of [Vikrama] Samvat 1171. The inscription 
on this plate ends with the words Bhådrapadamasi. So the remaining 
particulars connected with the grant cannot be ascertained. 


Keilhorn List No. 692 
Museum Minutes Vol. VI page 48 


Ep. Ind. Vol. V p. 113 ff 
JUPHS vol. XIX part I p. 1618 


SVEN ER: 


No. 21 Kamauli plate of Govindachandradeva - 
Samvat 1171=1114 A.D. 


This is one of the 25 plates of the kings of Kanauj said to have been found in 
village Kamauli near Varanasi in 1892 and pisse to the museum in 1893. 
It was published by Prof. Keilhorn in 1896-97. 


This is a single plate which measures 43 cm. X 35 cm. and is engraved on te 
side only. The seal slides on a circular ring which passes wool a hole " t 
upper part of the plate. It bears as usual the name of the king in ns relief wit 
the figure of Garuda and conch-shell above and below it respectively. 
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The inscription consists of 27 lines in Devanagari characters and Sanskrit 
language. It records that the king Govindachandradeva, on Monday, the full 
moon tithi of Karttika of [Vikrama] Samvat 1171, after bathing in the Ganges at 
Varanasi, granted the village of Brihadviraichamaua in Kati pattala to a 
Brahmana named Jagusaramana who was the King’s family priest (purohit). The 
name of the writer is not given. The inscription ends with the words Mangala 
Mahasri. 

1. Museum Annual Report. 1893-94 p 3 

2. Ep. Ind. Vol IV p 101 ff, B 


No. 22 Bhadaini Plate of Govindachandradeva - 
Samvat 1171=1115 A.D. 


The plate was discovered with four other plates in course of digging work near 
Bhadaini Temple at Varanasi, which were made over to the museum the same 
year in 1899). Extracts from this inscription were published by Keilhorn in 1905”. 


This is a single plate, which measures 41 cm. X 31 cm. and is engraved on one 
side only but a letter ‘6rjh’ is also found about the centre of the plate on the 
back side. To the upper part of the plate, attached by a ring, is a copper seal 
bearing the royal insignia of a man-bird Garuda and conch-shell and the name 
of the king in relief. A twenty one line epigraph in Nagari characters and 
Sanskrit language is engraved on the plate. 


The inscription records that king Govindachandradeva of Kanauj after bathinng 
in the Ganges at Varanasi on Monday the full moon day of the month of Magha 
of [Vikrama] Sarhvat 1171, granted a dwelling place (Avasa) in Varanasi city to 
a Bråhmana mahattaka named Dayigarmana, son of Thakkura Mahakava of 
Bharadvaja gotra. To the east of the donated Avasa lay the temples of 
Aghoresvara and Paichamomkåra and to the west of it (the temples of) 
Indramådhava and Laudesvara. The grant was written by karanika Jalhana. 
This inscription does not contain any imprecatory verses. 


1. Annual report of Lucknow Museum 1899-1900 p 3. 
2. Ep. Ind. Vol. VIII p 149, footnote 2 page 152 ff 
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No. 23 Kamauli plate of Govindachandradeva - 
Samvat 1172=1116 A. D. 


dis plate is one of the 25 plates, which are said to have been discovered in the 
villas of Kamauli near Varanasi in 1892 and presented to the museum in 1893- 
94°. The innscription of this plate was edited by Prof. Keilhorn in 1896-972. 


This is a single copper-plate having dimensions of 41 cm. x 31 cm. and is 
inscribed on one side only. A small piece of the plate is broken off from the upper 
left corner. There is no ring hole. There are 27 lines of writing on it in Nagari 


ork and Sanskrit language. A conch-shell is engraved at the end of the last 
line”. 


The charter records that king Govindachandradeva after bathing in the Ganges 
at Varanasi on the occasion of akshaya tritiva, on Monday the third tithi of the 
bright half of Vaisakha of [ Vikrama] Samvat 1172 granted the village of Dhusa in 
the Brihadgrihevartha pattalå with its pathakås (hamlets) to the Bråhmana and 
family priest Mahåpurohita Jagigarmana who was the recipient of some earlier 
grannts also. The writer of the record was Kayastha Thakkura Jalhana of 
Srivastava family. 


1. Lucknow Museum report 1893-94 p3 
2. Ep. Ind. Vol. IV page Vol. IV page 103, C 
3.  Keilhorn, List No. 85 


No. 24 Kamauli plate of Govindachandradeva - 
Samvat 1174 = 1117 A.D. 


This is one of the 25 plates found at Kamauli and pies! to the museum in 
1893-94. It was edited by Prof. Keilhörn in 1896-97". 


This is a single plate and measures 47 cm. x 35 cm. It is engraved on one side 
only. There is a circular ring hole in the upper part. But no zing or seal is 
available. The inscription consists of 26 lines written in Devanagari letters and 
Sanskrit language. There ar some indications that the original engraving has been 
tampered with. According to the record the Capadval king Govinnda- 
chandradeva while at Devasthāna at the annual sradha ceremony performed at 
the new moon time in honour of his father, granted the village of Sunahi in 
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Kesombhara pattalå > to the same Brahmana Jàgü$aramana on Wednesday 
the 15th of the dark half of Asvina of [Vikrama] Samvat 1174, which is given 
both in words and figures. Jagusaramana had been the recipient of the previous 
grant also. The writer of the document was Karanika Vasudeva. 


1.  Keilhorn List No. 87 Also Lucknow Museum Report 1893-94 p3 


2. Ep. Ind. Vol. IV p 104 D 
The name of the pattala is clearly written as Kesombhara 
as previously read by Keilhorn. 


and not Kesaura 


No. 25 Basahi Plate of Govindachandradeva - 
Samvat 1174-1117 A.D. 


This plate was found embedded in the niche of a dilapidated old building in the 
village of Basahi in Etawa district and brought to the museum in 1885. It was first 
published by Rajendra Lal Mitra’ and later by Prof. Keilhorn?. 


The plate measures 45 cm x 30 cm. and is inscribed on one face only. The plate is 
badly preserved, small pieces from it having broken off at the corners. Å piece of 
the metal is also broken at the ring hole. The ring and seal have not been found. 


The inscription on it consists of 24 lines written in Nagari script and Sanskrit 
language. It records the grant of two villages, the names of which are lost, to a 
Brahmana Thakkura Devapalasaramana by king Govindachandradeva on 
Friday the third day of the dark half of Phålguna of (Vikrama) Samvat 1174. The 
date is given both in words and figures. The place where the king was camping 
and the name of the Karanika (the writer of the grant) are missing. 


1. JASB Vol. XLII part I 324 ff 
2. Ind. Ant. Vol. XVIII p. 19 See also Ibid Vol. XIX p. 167 


No. 26 Kamauli plate of Govindachandradeva - 
Samvat 1175=1119 A.D. 


The plate is one of the 25 plates found at Kamauli near Vårånasi which were 
presented to the museum in 1893-94", It was published by Prof. Keilhorn in 
1896-97". 
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The plate, which is inscribed on one side only measures 45 cm. x 34 cm. The 


seal, which has the usual legend and device slides on a circular ring which passes 
trough a hole in the upper part of the plate. There are 24 lines engraved on it 
written in Devanāgari characters and Sanskrit language. 


It is recorded in the inscription that the Gahadvala king Govindachandradeva 
granted the village of Achchhavali in the Ughanaterahottara pattala to the 
Bråhamana Jagü$armana on Monday, the full moon day of the month of 
Mågha of Samvat 1175, after the king had taken bath in the Ganges at 
Vårånasi. The writer of this grant was Karanika Thakkura Sahadeva. 


1. Museum Annual Report 1893-94 p. 3. 
2. Ep. Ind. Vol. IV p. 106 E 


No. 27 Kamauli Plate of Govindachandradeva and his 
queen Nayanakelidevi - Samvat 1176=1119 A.D. 


The plate is one of the 25 plates found at Kamauli in 1892! and acquired by 
the museum in 1893-94. It was published by Keilhorn in 1896-977, 


The plate measures 39 cm. 30 cm. and in engraved on one side only. The 
seal accompanying it bears the usual royal insignia and the king’s name. It runs 
on circular ring passing through a hole in the upper part of the plate. The 
inscription on it consists of 27 lines of a generally well preserved writing in 
Devanagari script and Sanskrit language. 


The inscription opens as if it weré meant to record the grant made by the king 
himself. But in reality king Govindachandradeva makes it known here that while 
he was camping at Khayara on the Ganges, his queen (pattamahadevi ) 
Nayana-kelidevi on the occasion of solar eclipse, with his consent, gave the 
village of Daravali in Kothotakotiavrahotta(ra) district to Brahmana 
Jagugarmana, the family priest, at Varanasi on Sunday the 15th of the dark 
half of Jyestha of (Vikrama) Samvat 1176. (the date is given in words and 
figures). The charter was written by Thakkura Gaguka. 


1.  Keilhorn List No. 19 
2. Ep. Ind. Vol. IV p. 107 F 


55 
p—————MÁ———Ó € EEE EEE 


Sanskrit Digital Preservation Foundation, Chandigarh 


j 
{ 
| 


Catalogue of Copper Plates in the State Museum Lucknow —————— — 


No.28 Donbuzurg plates of Govindachandradeva - 
Samvat 1176-1119 A.D. 


n a field near the village of Donbuzurg in 


These two copper plates were found i 
Gorakhpur district some time before 1906! and came under nc custody of the 


museum in 1912. The plates were published by Sri D.R. Sahni’. 


The above two plates are of almost identical measurements of 38 cm. x 28 cm. 
The edges of the plates are fashioned into rims. The plates were originally 
fastened by a circular ring passing through the holes in the upper part of one 
plate and the lower part of the other. The seal attached to the plates is of the 
usual Gahadvala type. Each plate is carved on one side only with an inscription 
running into 36 lines of writing, of which 19 lines occur on the first plate and the 
remaining on the other. The characters are Nagari and the language Sanskrit. 
The inscription contains the genealogy of the Gahadvala kings, normally found 
on their records and says that on Monday, the 8th tithi of bright half of Jvestha 
of (Vikrama) Samvat 1176, given both in words and figures, king Govinda- 
chandra after bathing in the Ganges at his camp residence (vånavåsa) at the 
village of Marndalia of Alamivimahapura, granted the village of Konavadagrama 
in the Alåpa pattala to the Brahmana Tultaichagarmana, son of Janta and 
grandson of Narasimha of Vatsa gotra. The grant was written by Karnika 
Thakkura Sahadeva and was engraved by the artisan (stitradhara) Haleka. 


1. ASR 1906-07 p. 200 
2. Ep. Ind. Vol. XVIII pp 218 ff 


No. 29 Kamauli Plate of Govindachandradeva - 
Samvat 1176=1119 A.D. 


This is one of the 25 plates found at Kamauli near Vårånasi and presented to 
the museum in 1893-94! . It was published by Prof. Keilhorn in 1896-977. 


The plate measures 45 cm. X 31 cm. and is inscribed on one face only. It 
carries a seal like those noticed above. The inscription, which the plate bears is 
of 25 lines in Devanagari characters and Sanskrit language. The inscription is 
that of Gahadvåla king Govindachandra-deva of Kanauj and records the grant 
of a village, the name of which is not clear, in Sarugara ? (district) to his family 
priest herein styled Mahåpurohita Jágüsaramana, the same beneficiary of earlier 
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grants. The donation was made by the king at Vārāņasi on Wednesday, the 
ninth tithi of the bright half of Kārtti 


l ka of (Vikrama) Samvat 1176 (date given in 
words and figures), The writer of the document was Thakkura Gagüka who 


also wrote No. 27 above. The inscription does not contain any other useful 
material. 


l. Museum Annual report 1893-94 p. 3 
2. Ep. Ind. Vol. IV p. 109 G. Keilhorn, List No. 91 


No. 30 Chhatarpur plates of Govindachandradeva - 
Samvat 1177=1120 A.D. 


These copper plates were discovered while digging the foundation of a hut in 
village Chhatarpur near Shivråjpur, a small town on the Grand Trunk Road in 
Kanpur District in 1920. They were later made over to the museum in 1921-22. 
The epigraph was published by Dayaram Sahni. 


The plates are two in number, rectangular in shape and almost of equal size of 
40 cm. x 26 cm. Their edges are turned into rims. The plates were held together 
by a stout ring, which passes through the two holes, one in the bottom of the 
first plate and the other on the top of the second to which is attached a heavy 
seal of the king of the usual kind. Each plate bears 16 lines of writing making a 
total of 32 lines of text in Någari script and Sanskrit language. The plates are 
slightly damaged. “ 


The inscription contains as usual the genealogy of the king 
Govindachandradeva and its object is to record the donation of village 
Sasaimaua with clearly defined boundaries to a Bråhmana Sahulasarmana, 
son of Thakkura Lahula and grandson of Malhe, an Avasthi Brahmana of 
Bharadvaja gotra, on the occasion of Kårttika Pürnimà of [Vikrama] Samvat 
1177 at Varanasi after the king had taken bath in Ganges and offered 
oblations. The date is given in figures only. The name of the day on which the 
grant was made has not been precisely indicated. 


The writer of the grant was Karnika Thakkura Sridhara. The donated village of 
Sasaimaua perhaps be identified with the present Sisamau, now a mohalla in 


Kanpur City. 
1. Ep. Ind. Vol. XVIII p. 224 ff 
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No. 31 Kamauli plate! of Govindachandradeva - 
Samvat 1178-1121 A.D. 


Kamauli near Varanasi in 1892 and 


This is one of the 25 plates found at 
? It was published by Prof. Keilhorn in 


desposited in the museum the next year 
1896-97". 


This is a single plate which measures 43 cm. X 32 cm. and is engraved on one 
face only. In the upper part of the plate is a ring hole to which are attached the 
ring and the seal bearing the king's name and the Garuda and conch emblems. 


The inscription engraved on it contains 22 lines in Nàgari characters and 
Sanskrti language. The record is that of Gahadvala king Govindachandradeva 
of Kanauj and its purport is to announce the grant of village Sulateni in 
Neulasatavisika (probably a pattalå) to a Bråhmana named Vyàsa, who was the 
son of Dikshita Vilaha and grandson of Purasa, of Bandhaula gotra, on Friday 
the full-moon tithi of Sravana of [Vikrama] Samvat 1178 (given in both words 
and figures) after the king Govindachandradeva had taken bath in the Ganges at 
Kapalamochana ghatta when the river flows to the north in Varanasi. The only 
tax mentioned in the charter is bhågabhogakara. The name of the writer was 
Karnika Thakkura Gåguka. 


l. Keilhorn List No. 95 
| 2. MAR 1893-94 p. 3. 
| 3.  Ep.Ind. Vol. IV p. 109-H 


| 
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No. 32 Kamauli Plate! of Govindchandradeva- 
Samvat 1182=1126 A.D. 


The plate is one of the 25 
the museum in 1893- 
1896-977, 


plates found at Kamauli near Varanasi and presented 
94. The record was published by Prof. Keilhorn in 


The plate measures 41 cm. x 34 cm. and is inscribed on one side only. It has a 
bell-shaped seal and a circular ring. The seal has the same device and legend as 
found on the other seals of Govindachandradeva. There are 28 lines of writing of 
the same pattern and language as above. 


The inscription documents that while camping at Madapratihara (or Apratihara) 
on the occasion of lunar eclipse (Chandragrhana) on Saturday, the 15th of the 
bright half of the month of Magha in [ Vikrama] Samvat 1182, after bathing in the 
Ganges at Varanasi, king Govindachandradeva granted the village of 
Mahasonamaua in Halodoya pattalå to his family priest Jàgüsarmana. 


The writer of this tamrapatta was Kithana, who was a Kayastha of Srivastava 
family. 

l. Keilhorn List No. 97. 

2. Ep. Ind. Vol. IV p. 99-A 


No. 33 Kamauli Plate! of Govindachandradeva- 
Samvat 1184=1127 A.D. 


This is one of the 25 plates found at Kamauli and presented to the museum in 
1893-94. Its contents were briefly published by Prof. Keilhorn in 1896-974. 


The plate measuring 41 cm. X 26 cm. is inscribed on one side only It is 
accompanied by a seal and a ring of the usual type. The plate contains 25" lines 
of writing in Devanagari Script and Sanskrit language. 


The charter records the grant made by king Govindachandradeva of Banat) 
and says that on the Malvadi Friday the full-moon tithi of Karttika of [Vikrama] 
Samvat 1184, the king after bathing in the Ganges at Varanasi granted the 
village of Rari ? situated in Madavala pattala to the a 
Jāgūśarmana, who was his family priest. The date given in words and figures 
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cal fact emerging oui of the inscription is 
d here as one who secured the newly 
indicative of the loss of some territory 
f his father Madanapåla, which 


corresponds to A.D. 1127. The histori 
that king Govindachandra is describe 
acquired kingdom ‘Navarajya’, which is 
in an otherwise uneventful reign o 
Govindachandradeva seems to have resurrected. 


The writer of this grant was Thakkura Visvarupa. 


Keilhorn List No. 99 

Ep. Ind. Vol. IV p. 111-1 

In fact the actual number of lines in the plate is 26. Only three illegible 
letters are seen in the last line, which may be a trisyllabic mystic formula, 
which is difficult to explain. R. K. Goshal thinks that these letters make a 
hybrid figure of Garuda (See Ep. Ind. Vol. XXVI p. 68 ff.) 


No. 34 Bhadvanå grant of Govindachandradeva- 
Samvat 1184=1127 A.D. 


The plate was found in the premises of a tenant of the Talukdar of Tala in 
Pratapgarh district, who presented it to the museum in 1926. The record was 


published by N.C. Mehta’. 


The plate measures 46 cm. x 32 cm. and is inscribed on one side only. The 
inscription, consisting of 21 lines of writing, is in a fairly well preserved state. It 
is written in Devanagari script and Sanskrit language. In the centre at the top 
of the plate, a small place is left blank, probably for perforating the usual ring 
hole, a salient feature of copper plates. There is no seal either which seems to 
indicate that the plate was never issued from the royal record room. 


The purport of the inscription is to record the grant of village Bahadavana 
together with the hamlets of Bhatvali and Laghuvhadavana by king 
Govindachandradeva of Kanauj, who after bathing in the Ganges at Prayag, 
gifted the above village to two Brahmanas-Kumarasarmana of Kasyapa gotra 
and Silaéarmana of Bhåradvåja gotra on Thursday the 15th day of dark half of 
Phålguna (Phalgunamavasya) of [Vikrama] Samvat 1184. (the vear is shown 
here only in figures). 
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The name of the dütaka and the Writer is not mentioned. 


l. Ep. Ind. Vol. XIX p. 291-93 


No. 35 Saheth-Maheth plate of Govindachandradeva- 
Sarhvat 1186-1129 A.D. 


The plate was discovered by Dayaram Sahni in course of excavations carried 
out by Dr. Vogel at Saheth-Maheth in 19081. It was carefully packed in an 
earthern box closed with a lid. The plate was sent over to the museum in 1909 
and was published by Sahni in 19117. 


The plate measures 46 cm. x 35 cm. and is inscribed on one side only. There 
is a circular ring hole in the upper part of the plate but neither the ring nor the 
seal has been. found. The edges of the plate are fashioned thick in the form of 
low rim. The inscription consists of 27 lines of writing in Devanagari characters 
and Sanskrit language. A rough figurre of Garuda is engraved at the end of the 
eleventh line and again in the last line before the words ‘Mangalamahasri’. The 
formal portion of the record is in prose. 


The document mentions that king Govindchandradeva of Kanauj after bothing 
in the Ganges at Varanasi, on Monday the full moon tithi (Pürnamasi) of 
Asadha of [Vikrama] Samvat 1186 (given in words and figures), granted six 
villages (mentioned by name) situated in the district (pattala) of Vada 
Chaturasiti to the community of Buddhist Friars (Sakya Bhikshu Samgha) 
residing in the Jetavana monastery of Sravasti (Jetavana Mahavihara). It is 
further stated that the king was induced to this act of charity by a Buddhist 
ascetic Sakya Rakshita, a resident of Utkal (Orissa) and his disciple 
Bagisvararakshita of the Chola country. (it is likely that the two Buddhist 
ascetics were introduced to the king by his Buddhist queen Kumaradevi (of the 
Sarnath Stone inscription)) who also persuaded him to restore the villages 
which once belonged to the Jetavana Vihara. 


The writer of the grant was Karnika Sahadeva and the engraver (stitradhara) 
Khåleka. 


This inscription is quite important. It is one of the few epigraphical records 
which conclusively prove the identity of Saheth-Maheth with Joven and the 
city of Sravasti. It may further be inferred from it that Buddhism was still a 
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living faith in Northern India in the 12th Century A.D. 


1. ASR 1907-08 p. 120 
2. Ep. Ind. Vol. XI p. 120 ff; GRAS 1908 p. 971 


No. 36 Itaunja plate of Govindachandradeva- 
Samvat 1186-1129 A.D. 


This plate was presented to the museum by the Talukdar of Itaunja who had 
obtained it from a villager. As such its exact find spot and the circumstance of its 
discovery are not known. The inscription on the plate was published by Hiranand 
Shastri’. 


This is a single plate measuring 43 cm. X 34 cm. and is inscribed on one side 
only. There is a circular hole in the middle at the top side of the plate but the ring 
and seal for which it was intended have not been found. The proper right corner 
at the top of the plate is broken off. 


The inscription engraved on it consists of 24 lines in Devanagari characters and 
Sanskrit language. It contains the usual genealogy of KIng Govnidachandradeva 
as also the benedective and imprecatory verses normally found in almost all the 
Gahadvala plates. 


The main portion of the inscription speaks of the grant of the village of Kapasi in 
Mangalajathi pattalà made by king Govindachandradeva of Kanauj to a 
Bráhmana Nanegarmana of Sàndilya gotra on Friday the seond tithi of the 
bright half of Márggasirsa of [ Vikrama] Samvat 1186. The king gifted the above 
village after bathing in the Ganges at Varanasi. The date of record is given in 
figures only. The writer of the charter was Thakkura Vi$varüpa who had earlier 
written the Kamauli grant of 1184 of the same king. 


1. Ep. Ind. Vol. XIII p. 295 
2. Ibid Vol. IV p. III-J 
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No. 37 Bhadaini plate of Govindachandradeva- 
Samvat 1187=1130 A.D. 


This is one of the 5 copper 
1899 and presented to the m 
Keilhorn in 1905-06". 


plates found near Bhadaini temple at Varanasi in 
useum in the same year, It was published by Prof. 


The plate measuring 47.5 cm. x 33 cm. is inscribed only on one side. Attached 
to it is a seal and ring similar to those of other plates of Govindachandradeva. 


The inscription, which it contains runs into 24 lines written in Devanagari 
script in Sanskrit language. 


The document was issued from Varanasi by King Govindchandradeva of 
Kanauj and records that after bathing in Ganges on Sunday, the Agrahåyani 
Pürnimà of the month of Margasiri (Margasirsha) of [Vikrama] Samvat 1187, 
the king granted the village of Palasaundi in Nandivara pattala to the 
Bråhamana Khona$armana, who was a pranacharya bhatta and son of 
Pranacharya Bhatta Pandita Ravidhara. The writer’s name has not been given 
and the date is shown in figures only. 


1. Ep. Ind. Vol. VIII p. 153, B 


No. 38 Raiwaàn Plate of Govindachandradeva- 
Samvat 1187-1130 A.D. 


The plate was discovered from a mound at Raiwàn in the Biswan tehsil of 
Sitapur district in 1885! and was presented to the museum by Talukdar of 
Mahmudabad the same year. The inscription was published by Dr. Fuhrer in 
1887". 


The plate is 37.5 cm. broad and 29 cm. high. It is engraved on one side only. 
The seal attached with the plate has greatly suffered from corrosion. The 
inscription on the plate consists of 29 lines of writing in Devanagari characters 
and Sanskrit language. However, there are quite a good number of clerical 


mistakes in the epigraph. 


This charter chronicles the grant, made by the king Govindachandradeva of 
Kanauj, of the village of Sohanijaka in the pattala of Navagrarma to a 
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ana of Parasara gotra, on Monday the full 


Brahmana Thakkura Baladityasarm 
+ 1187 after the king had taken 


moon-tithi of Margsirsha of [Vikrama] Samva 
bath in the Ganges at Adikesava ghatta at Varanasi. 


The writer of the grant (tamrapatta) was Thakkura Visvarupa already known 


to us from the Kamauli plate of Samvat 1184. 


1. Keilhorn, List No. 103 


2, JASB Vol. LV1 part 1 p 10 ff, 
193) 


See also Ind. Ant. Vol. XIX p. 372 (No. 


No. 39 Ken Plate! of Govindachandradeva- 
Samvat 1188-1131 A.D. 


The plate was found in the debris of an uninhabited site in village Ren in 
Fatehpur district in the year 1888. It was presented to the Museum in June 18907. 
A summary of the inscription was published by Dr. Hoernle in the same year . 


The plate measuring 38 cm. x 29 cm. has the inscription engraved on one side. 
The script is Devanagari and the language Sanskrit. There are 24 lines of 
writing some of which are damaged. The seal attached to the plate is similar to 
those of other plates of this king. 


The charter records that on Friday the full moon tithi of Karttika in the 
[Vikrama] year 1188, king Govindachandradeva of Kanauj after bathing in 
the Ganges at Adikeshava ghatta (the name of Varanasi is omitted), granted 
some land belonging to village Dosahali in ..... navattala district to a 
Bráhmana Lahadgarmana of Garga gotra. The term ‘haladangange’ is perhaps 
a measure of land equal to ten ploughs of fertile land. The name of the pattala 
is incomplete. 


The writer of this document (tamrapatta) was the same Viévarüpa who wrote 
the Raiwan plate above. 


1. Keilhorn, List No. 105 
2. Lucknow Museum Report Vol. III p. 159 
3. Ind. Int. Vol. XIX p. 249 ff 
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No. 40 Pali plates of Govindachandradeva and his mother 
Rålhanadevi-Samvat 1189-1132 A.D. 


These plates! were found at the village of Pali in tehsil Basgaon of Gorakhpur 
district. They were presented to the museum by Dr. Hoey, the then Collector of 
the district, after obtaining them through a Zamindar?, They were published by 
Prof. Keilhorn in 1898-993. 

The plates are two in number, roughly of equal dimensions of 28 cm. broad x 26 
cm. high and have raised rims all round. They were strung on a ring, which is 
now missing but the seal is available. On the seal is the same device and legend 
as found on the other grants of Govindachandradeva. Each plate contains 17 
lines in Devanagari characters and Sanskrit language. 


The inscription records that king Govindachandradeva of Kanauj, after bathing 
in the river Sati at the ghatta of God Svapnesvara, on the occasion of 
Akshayatritivà in the bright half of Vaisåkha made over to his mother Maharajni 
Rålhanadevi, ten nálukas (of land) in the village of Guduvi in Goyara pattalå of 
the Onavala pathakå as a gift for a Thakkura Jayapålasarmana son of Thakkura 
Indraditya and son’s son of Pevalaha, a Brahmana of Mudgala gotra. The date 
of inscription, given in figures in the last line of the record, is Saturday the eighth 
tithi of the dark half of Jyestha in [ Vikrama] Samvat 1189. The writer of the grant 
was Thakkura Vishnu. 


1. Keilhorn, List No. 693 
2. Lucknow Museum Minutes Vol. VI p. 48 
3. Ep. Ind. Vol. V p 113 ff 


No. 41 Kamauli plate of Govindachandradeva- 
Samvat 1190-1133 A.D. 


This is one of the 25 plates, which were found at Kamauli near Varanasi and 
were presented to the museum in 1893-94. It was published by Prof. Keilhorn in 
1896-971. 


This is a single plate having dimensions of 42.5 cm. x 31 em. It is inscribed on 
one side only. The seal attached to it by a ring has the name of the king carved 
across the centre and the figure of Garuda above and conch below. The 
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document contains 24 lines engraved in Devanagari script and the language is 


Sanskrit. 


The inscription states that king Govindachandradeva after ‘bathing in 
Govindvatika2 on Saturday, the 3rd tithi of the bright half of Bhådrapada of 
[Vikrama] Samvat 1190, which is given in both words and figures, granted the 
village of Umbari in Rudamauavayalisi pattalå to one Rauta Jatesårmana, son of 
Rauta Telhe and the grandson of Thakkura Uhila, a Brahmana of Gohilla gotra. 


The writer's name is not given. 


Ep. Ind. Vol. IV p. 111-J 

2. Whether Govindvatika where the king took bath was at the bank of a 
river or it contained a pond or well, is difficult to say. It may however, be 
surmised that the place Govindvatika must have been in and around 
Varanasi as the king had bathed with the Ganges water. 


No. 42 Bhadaini Plate of Govindachandradeva and 
Yuvaråja Maharajputra Asphotachandra- 
Samvat 1190=1133 A.D. 


This is one of the five copper-plates, which were found at Bhadaini Temple 
near Varanasi and presented to the museum the same year in 1899. The 
inscription on it was published by Prof. Keilhorn in 1905-06. 


The copper plate measures 43 cm. x 31 cm. and is inscribed on one side 
only, The seal attached to it slides on a circular ring holding the plate through a 
hole in its upper part. On the face of the seal are carved aconch at the top and 
an arrow at the bottom and between them in two lines cut in high relief across 
the centre the legend 'Mahåråjaputra Srimadasphotachandradevah’. The 
inscription engraved on the plate is of 24 lines written in Devanagari script and 
the language used is Sanskrit. 


This charter belongs to the reign of king Govindachandradeva of Kanauj with 
whose consent the Yuvaraja Asphotachandradeva, the Mahåråjputra (heir- 
apparent) records his own grant of the village of Kannauta in Nandini pattalå to 
Pandita Damodarasarmana on Friday the third tithi (Akshayatritiya and Yugådi 
tithi) of the bright half of Vaisakha of [Vikrama] Samvat 1190 after the prince 
had taken bath in the Ganges at Vårånasi. 
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The grant was composed by Thakkura Gageka. 


1. Ep. Ind. Vol. VIII p. 155 ff 


No. 43 Kamauli Plate of Govindachandradeva- 
Samvat 1196=1139 A.D. 


The plate? is one of the 25 plates found at Kamauli near Varanasi and presented 
to the museum in 1893-94. It was published by Dr. Venis? who made no mention 


of the ring and seal attached with it. Probably they must have been detached 
from the plate then. But they exist now. 


The plate is 40 cm. broad and 31.5 cm. high and is inscribed on one side only. 
The seal and the ring are of usual type. The inscription written in Devanagari 
script and Sanskrit language has 26 lines. The purport of the document is to 
record the grant of the village of Janakadevipura in Rana pattalå by king 
Govindachandradeva to Purohita Jagusarmana on the occasion of lunar eclipse 
(råhu grasta chandramåsi) on Monday the 15th day of the bright half of Asvina 
of [Vikrama] Sarhvat 1196, which is given in figures only. As is the case with 
other grants the king made this gift after having bathed in the Ganges at Varanasi. 
The name of the writer is not given. 


1. Keilhorn List No. 115. 
2. Ep. Ind. Vol. II p. 361 


No. 44 Kamauli Plate! of Govindachandradeva- 
Samvat 1197=1140 A.D. 


The plate is one of the 25 plates found at Kamauli near Vårånasi and presented 
to the museum in 1893-94. A summary of its contents was published by Prof. 
Keilhorn in 1896-977. 


The plate is 41 cm. broad and 30 cm. high and contains a 27-line inscription 
engraved on it on one side only. The inscription is written in Devanagari script 
and Sanskrit language. The seal accompanying the plate is of the usual type. 


The inscription records that king Govindachandradeva of Kanauj after bathing 
in the Ganges at the ghatta of the holi God Vadesvara at the Avimukta Kshetra 
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of Phālguna of [Vikrama] 
ame is not given, granted 
hom we know as the 


of Varanasi on Sunday the first tithi of the dark half 
Samvat 1197, the day of the great queen’, whose n 
the village of Amala ? to Dikshita Jagü$armana, W e 
purohita of the king. The grant was written by Thakkura Dhadüka. 


. Keilhorn List No. 117 
2. Ep. Ind. Vol. IV p. 114-L. 
Whether it was the day of the birth or the death of the queen is not 
mentioned in the inscription. It simply says vrihadråjni divase. The great 
queen mentioned here may have been the queen-mother Ralhadevi who 
was a witness to a grant made by Govindachandradeva as Maharajaputra 
of the Kamauli plate of Samvat 1162) and as a co-donor of Påli plates of 
Samvat 1189. 


No. 45 Kamauli plate) of Govindachandradeva- 
Samvat 1198-1141 A.D. 


The plate is one of the 25 plates found at Kamauli near Varanasi and presented 
to the museum in 1893-94. The inscription was published by Prof. Keilhorn in 
1896-97”. 


The plate measures 41 cm. x 29 cm. and is inscribed on one face only. A ring 
hole exists on the upper part but both the ring and the seal are missing. The 
engraved record in Devanagari characters and Sanskrit language has 29 lines 
of writing. 


The inscription is that of king Govindachandradeva of Kanauj and records that 
on Sunday the first tithi of dark half of Phålguna of [Vikrama] Samvat 1198, 
given both in words and figures, on the day of the great queen Ralhadevi, the 
king, after bathing in the Ganges at the Avimukta Kshetra of Varanasi, granted 
the village of Lankachada in Navagama pattalå to purohita Dikshita 
Jagüsarmana, the donee of several other grants noted above. Queen Ralhadevi, 
also mentioned else where as Ralhanadevi, was the mother of Govindachandra 
but whether her ‘day’ on which this grant or that of [Vikrama] Samvat 1197 
(cf above No. 44) was made, was the anniversary of her birth of death is 
uncertain. Incidentally the present and the immediate preceding grant of 
[Vikrama] Samvat 1197 bear the same date- the year quoted being current. 
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The writer of this record was Thakkura Vishnu. 


1. Keilhorn List No. 119 
2. Ep. Ind. Vol. IV p. 113, K. 


No. 46 Kamauli Plate! of Govindachandradeva- 
Samvat 1200=1143 A.D. 


The plate is one of the 25 plates found at Kamauli near Vårånasi and presented 
to the museum in 1893-94. It was published by Keilhorn in 1896-972. 


The plate measures 44 cm. broad and 33 cm. high. The seal and the ring are both 
missing. The inscription on the plate is engraved on one side only. It contains 32 
lines written in Nagari characters and Sanskrit langauge. The purport of the 
charter is to record the grant, by king Govindachandradeva of Kanauj, of the 
village of Kaila with its several patakas situated in Temishapachottara pattala to 
Pandita Mahåråja$armana, on Sunday the full-moon day of Sråvana of 
[Vikrama] Samvat 1200 given both in words and figures. The king made this gift 
after bathing in the Ganges at Varanasi. The name of the writer is not given. 


l. Keilhorn List No. 122 
2. Ep. Ind. Vol. IV p. 114 ff-M 


No. 47 Machhlishahr Plate! of Govindachandradeva- 
Samvat 1201=1144 A.D. 


The plate was found in a field close to Machhlishahr tehsil in Jaunpur district in 
1888 and acquired by the museum the same year. lt was published by Prof. 
Keilhorn in 1898-99°. 

The plate measures 40.5 cm. broad and 30 high. It is engraved on one side only. 
The ring and the seal are also attached to it. The seal has the same emblems and 
the legend invariably found on such seals of Covimdachaodiadeya; The 
inscription on the plate contains 29 lines in Nagari characters and Sanskrit 
language. 

The inscription records that on Monday the Akshayatritiyā tithi of the bright ee 
of Vaisåkha of [Vikrama] Samvat 1201, after bathing in the Ganges a 
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anauj granted the village of Peroha in 
éarmana, who was the son of Pandita 
‘a. The writer 


Varanasi king Govindachandradeva of K 
Mahasoya pattala to Pandita Vaméadhara 
Padmanabha and son's son of Bharata, a Brahmana of Kasvapa gon 
of the charter (tamra) was Kayastha Dhandhüka. 


1.  Keilhorn List No. 694 
2. Lucknow Museum Minutes Vol. II p. 92-93 
3. Ep. Ind. Vol. IV p. 114 f-M 


No. 48 Lår Plates of Govindachandradeva- 
Samvat 1202=1145 A.D. 


These plates’ were found at the village of Lar now in Deoria district and 
presented to the Museum by Dr. Hoey in 18987. The inscription on the plates 
was published by Prof. Keilhorn in 1902-03". 


The plates are two in number and are inscribed on one side only. They are 
almost of equal dimensions of 43 cm. broad and 31 cm. high. Attached to the 
plates, strung together by a circular ring passing through a hole in the lower part 
of the first and on the upper part of the second plate, is the king's seal bearing in 
relief the name of the king Govindachandradeva across the centre with the figure 
of Garuda above and a conch-shell below it. The complete inscription of 38 
lines engraved in Någari characters and Sanskrit language is spread over on 
these two plates - the first plate containing 21 lines and the other Uy, 


The charter records that while camping at Mudgagiri (modern Monghyr in 
Bihar) and after bathing in the Ganges on the occasion of Akshayatritiya 
festival, on Monday the third tithi of the bright half of Vaisakha of [Vikrama] 
Sarhvat 1202", king Govindachandradeva of Kanauj gave away the village of 
Potåchavada in Pandola pattalå which was connected with Govisalaka that 
belonged to Dubhali in Saruvara to Thakkura Sridhara. 


The document was written by Karanika Thakkura Selhana. 
Keilhorn, List Supplement p. 6, footnoie. 

MAR 1998-99 p. 4 

Ep. Ind. Vol. Vli p 98 ff 


As the occasion and the day of the great Akashavtritiva of Vaisakha is 
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the same as that of the Machhalishahr plate ( 
to accept Keilhorn's suggestion that the date 
have been VS 1202. If it is accepted the dat 
Monday the 15th April 1146 A.D. After making the first grant the king 
seems to have travelled to reach far away Monghyr on the same day for 
making the present grant. Could it be possible ? 


No. 47 above) we have thus 
intended for the latter should 
e of both the grants could be 


No. 49 Bhadaini Plate of Govindachandradeva and 
Mahåråjaputra Rajyapala - Samvat 1203=1146 A.D. 


The plate is one of the five copper plates found near Bhadaini temple at 
Varanasi and presented to the museum in 18991. It was published by Prof. 
Keilborn in 1905-06”. 


This plate measures 39 cm. x 28.5 cm. in width and height. A small piece of 
the plate has broken away from the ring hole consequent to which the ring on 
which the seal slides is detached from it. The seal like that of Yuvaràja 
Asphotachandra (No. 42 above) has a conch above and arrow at the bottom 
between which across the centre is in high relief the legend : 'Mahåråjaputra Sri 
Madrajvapaladevah’ in two lines. 


The inscription incised on one side of the plate consists of 30 lines written in 
Någari script and Sanskrit language. The document is of the reign of Gahadvala 
king Govindachandradeva of Kanauj with whose consent his son the Mahåråja- 
putra Rajyapala issued this charter. 


The inscription records that on Wednesday, the fifth of the dark half of Magha 
of [Vikrama] Samvat 1203, after having bathed in the Ganges at 
Rajyapalapura, the Mahåråjaputra Rajyapala granted the village of 
Chamaravami with Harichandrapali and two or three other påthakås, the 
names of which are not clear, in Valaura pattala to Fandita 
Dāmaodaraśarmana, son of Pandita Madanpāla, grandson of Pandita 


Gunapåla of Vājasaneya Sakha. 


The writer of the grant was Karanika Thakkura Vivika. 


1. MAR 1899-1900 p. 3 
2. Ep. Ind. Vol. VIII p. 156-D 
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No. 50 Bhadaini Plate of Govindachandradeva- 
Samvat 1207-1150 A.D. 


s found at the Bhadaini temple at 


The plate is one of the five copper plate 
1899. It was published by Prof. 


Varanasi and presented to the museum in 
Keilhorn in 1905-06". 


s 46 cm. X 35 cm. and bears an inscription on one side only. 
n the other grants of the 


it in Devanagari 


The plate measure 
The seal attached to it has the same device as found o 


Govindachandradeva. There are 26 lines of writing on 
characters and Sanskrit language. 


The purport of the document is to record the grant of village of Lolirupada 
together with Tivayikshetra in Umbarala pattala by king Govindachandradeva 
of Kanauj, who after bathing in the Ganges at Koti tirtha at Varanasi on the 
occasion of Uttarayana Samkranti, gifted them to Pandita Damodarasarmana, 
who may be the same person named above (No. 49). The date of the record is 
Monday the first tithi of the bright half of Pausa of [Vikrama] Samvat 1260. 


The grant was written by Vidyadhara who was the son of Karanika Dhandüka. 


1. Ep. Ind. Vol. VIII 9 158-E 


No. 51 Bångarmau Plate of Govindachandradeva and 
Queen Gosaladevi - Samvat 1208-1151 A.D. 


The plate! was found in the village of Bangarmau, now a pargana in the district 
of Unnao. in 18877. It was acquired by the museum the same year and was 
noticed by Prof. Keilhorn?. 


The plate measures 45 cm. broad and 31 cm. high and is inscribed on one side 
only. It has a bell-shaped seal attached to it by a circular ring. A small piece is 
broken away from the lower left corner of the plate. The seal, as usual resembles 
the other seals of king Govindachandradeva. 


The inscription engraved on this plate is of 25 lines in Nagariscript and Sanskrit 
language. The document belongs to the reign of king Govindachandradeva of 
Kanauj. The writer and the engraver seem to have done their job rather slovenly 
resulting in the occurance of several mistakes in the text. 
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It is recorded in the epigraph that on Tuesda 


SE y the full moon day of Karttik 
[Kårtiki parvvåni] of [Vikrama] Samvat 1208, ; R 


given both in words and figures, 
bathing in the Ganges at 


at tra. Anantsarmana (here written 


as AntaéSarmana) was the grandson of Thakkura Kulhe of Vasistha gotra. 


The name of the writer or engraver is not found in the inseription. 


1. Keilhorn, List No. 131 (he names the grant as Bangavan Plate) 
2. MAR 1887-88 p. 4 


3. Ind. Ant. Vol. XIX p. 267 : also Ep. Ind. Vol, V p. 116 ff 


No. 52 Kamauli Plate of Govindachandradeva- 
Samvat 1211-1154 A.D. 


The plate! is one of the 25 plates found at Kamauli near Varanasi and presented 
to the museum in 1893-94. It has been published by Prof. Keilhorn in 1896-972. 


The plate measures 44 cm. x 31 cm. and bears an inscription which is engraved 
on one side only. A seal is also attached to the plate by a circular ring. On the 
seal are shown in bold relief the man-bird Garuda on top and a conch below 
and between them the name of the king 'Govindachandradevah'. The epigraph 
has 26 lines written in the Nàgari script and Sanskrit language. 


The document records that on Tuesday the 15th of the dark half of the 
Bhådrapada of [Vikrama] Samvat 1211 (given in figures only), after bathing in 
the Ganges at Varanasi king Govindachandradeva of Kanauj gifted the village 
of Gouli in the Kachchhoha pattala with its påthakås to Bráhmana Rauta 
Paharajasarmana, son of Dikshita Jaga and grandson of Vilha of Bandhula 
gotra. The grant (tamrapatta) was written by Sripati. 


jm Keilhorn, List No. 135 
2. Ep. Ind. Vol. IV p. 116 
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PLATE OF THE REIGN OF GOVINDACHANDRADEVA 


No. 53 Kamauli Plate of SingaraVatsaraja- 
Samvat 1191=1134 A.D. 


at Kamauli near Varanasi and presented 


The plate! is one of the 25 plates found T 
f. Keilhorn in 1896-97". 


to the museum in 1893-94. It was published by Pro 


This plate measures 41 cm. broad x 32 cm. high and is inscribed on one side 
only, It has a ring hole on the upper part through which pases a circular ring but 


the seal of this dignitary is missing. 


The epigraph consists of 25 lines of writing in Nagari characters and Sanskrit 
language and belongs to the reign of king Govindachandradeva of Kanauj. 
The composition of the text is also akin to that found on the Gahadvala plates 
as the inscription opens with the invocation and blessing of Goddess Sri and 
gives the genealogy of the king Govindachandradeva. Then follows the 
genealogy of Singara Vatsaraja the donor, also called ‘Lohatadeva’ of the 
Singara family and Sandilya gotra. Vatsaraja must have been a feudatory chief 
of Govindachandradeva. 


According to the recorded information this Vatsaraja after bathing in the 
Ganges at Avimukta Kshetra in Varanasi on Kanya Samkranti, which fell on 
Tuesday, the 8th tithi of the bright half of Bhadrapada of the [Vikrama] Samvat 
1191, granted the village of Ambavara in Rapadi (or Ravadi) pattalå to 
Thakkura Dalhü-$armana of Gada family. The grant ends with words “this 
copper plate grant (tamraka) has been written by Thakkura Narayana, it is 
authoritative and this is my own signature.” but no signatures of Vatsaraja as 
such exist. 


1.  Keilhorn List No. 109 
25) EpyindsVol IV p. 130 ff 
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PLATES OF VIJAYACHANDRADEVA 


No. 54 Copper Plate of Vijayachandradeva- 
Samvat 1217=1160 A.D. 


This is one of the two copper plates purchased from a dealer, the details of 
which are not forthcoming. It was published by D.C. Sircar!. 


The plate measures 48.5 cm. X 38.5 cm. and is inscribed on one side only. 
There is a hole about the middle of the upper part of the plate disturbing the 
continuity of the first line. The plate has no ring or seal attached to it. The 
inscription recorded on it is of 30 lines in Devanagari characters and Sanskrit 
language and is that of king Vijayachandradeva of Kanauj. 


The document records that the king after having taken bath in the Ganges at its 
confluence with Kali Nadi at his camp residence lying to the west of Khoda, 
granted the village of Kandini alongwith its pathakas in Umbarahara pattala to 
a Brahmana named Thakkura Malhanasarmana who was son of Thakkura 
Gangådhara and grandson of Thakkura Lakshmidhara who belonged to 
Vatsa gotra. The date of the grant as mentioned in the charter is, Wednesday, 
the 11th tithi of the dark half of Chaitra (Mina Samkranti) of [Vikrama] Samvat 
1217, given both in words and figures. 


The charter was written by Thakkura Sripatika (Sripati) who is known to us 
from many inscriptions of the Gahadvåla kings. It is the earliest dated record 
(copper-plate) of this king known to us so far. 


1. Ep. Ind. Vol. XXXV p. 209-10 
No. 55 Banaras Plate of Vijayachandradeva- 
Samvat 1221=1164 A.D. 


This is one of the six plates purchased by the museum from a dealer of ae 
in 1948. The exact place of their origin is therefore not known. It was publishe 
by V. N. Srivastava as Lucknow Museum Plate in Ep. Ind. Vol. XXXIV. 


The plate measures 52 cm. X 41 cm. and is engraved on one side only. doe 
upper part it has a ring hole apparently for passing the ring holding 2 a = 
of which are not forthcoming. There are 30 lines of writing on it i g 
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characters and Sanskrit language. The inscription opens with the well known 


verses invoking the blessings of Goddess Sri and goes on to eue in genealogy 
of the Gahadvala kings of Kanauj. The document is that of king Vijayachandra- _ 
deva of Kanauj, who apparently succeeded his father Govindachandradeva. 


It is recorded in this charter that king Vijayachandradeva, after bathing in the 

river Yamuna near Kausambi on Friday the seventh tithi of the bright half of 

Phalguna of [Vikrama] Samvat 1221 (given in figures only) granted the village 

of Kanhavara in Valai pattalå to the Bråhamana Thakkura Narasimhasarmana 

who was the son of Thakkura Bharata and grandson of Thakkura Surananda 
. of Vasistha gotra. The name of the writer is not given. 


No. 56 Kamauli Plate of Vijayachandradeva and Yuvaraja 
Jayachandradeva - Samvat 1224=1166 A.D. 


The plate? is one of the 25 plates found at Kamauli near Varanasi and presented 
to the museum in 1893-94. It was published by Prof. Keilhorn in 1896-977, 


The plate measures 44.5 cm. X 35.5 cm. There is a ring hole in the upper part 
of the plate, which is broken at the top. Consequently the seal and the ring are 
missing. A small piece is also broken away from the !eft lower corner. The plate 
is inscribed on one side only and the inscription it contains has 31 lines of 
writing in Devanagari characters and Sanskrit language. There is a figure of a 
conch-shell incised at the end of the text. 


The inscription on the plate is that of king Vijayachandradeva of Kanauj who 
records that with his consent, his son, the Yuvaråja Jayachandra, on being 
initiated as a worshiper of God Krishna, after bathing in the Ganges at Varanasi 
and in the presence of the God Adikesava, granted the village of Haripura in 
the Jiavai pattalå to Bråhamana Paharajagarmana, the son of Mahapurohita 
Jagüsarmana, the priest of Gahadvåla kings. The date of the record is Sunday, 
the 10th tithi of the bright half of Asådha of [Vikrama] Samvat 1224. 


The grant was written by Thakkura Kusumapåla but the engraving has been 
done in a very careless manner. 


1. Keilhorn, List No. 148 
2. Ep. Ind. Vol. IV P 118 ff-O 
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PLATES OF JAYACHANDRADEVA 


No. 57 Kamauli Plate of Jayachandradeva- 
Samvat 1226-1169 A.D. 
Å 
The plate’ is one of the 25 plates found at Kamauli near Vårånasi and 


presented to the museum in 1893-94. It was published by Prof. Keilhom in 
1896-97". 


The plate measures 48.5 cm. x 36 cm. and is engraved on one side only. It has a 
bell-shaped seal bearing the figure of Garuda at the top and a conch at bottom 
and across its centre the name of the king ‘Sri Jayachandradevah' in bold relief. 
The inscription consists of 34 lines written in Nagari script and Sanskrit language. 


The purpose of the document is to record that king Jayachandradeva of Kanauj 
while encamped at the village of Vadaviha, granted the village of Osia in the 
pattala of Vrihadgrihokamisara to his religious preceptor Prahtàdasarmana", son 
of Jagusarmana, whom we know as the family priest of the king. This grant was 
made by the king on the occasion of his coronation on Sunday, the sixth tithi of 
the bright half of Asadha of [Vikrama] Samvat 12206. It is interesting to note that 
the king did not actually take bath as was the normal practice, but performed 
instead the mantrasnana (After repeating the prayers used at ablution) as 
prescribed in Vishnu Purana. (cf H.H. Wilson : Translation of Vishnu Purana 
IInd edition Vol. III p. 114) The grant was written by Sripati. 


1.  Keilhorn List No. 135. 
Ep. Ind. Vol. IV p. 116 ff. P 


Prahtadgarmana may be the same as Paharajsarmana of other plates or 
he may be Prahlada only as another son of Jagu. 


No. 58 Kamauli Plate of Jayachandradeva- 
Samvat 1228=1171 A.D. 


The plate! is one of the 25 plates found at Kamauli near Varanasi and presented 
to the museum in 1893-94. It was published by Prof. Keilhorn in 1896-97". 


m. X 37 cm. A small triangular portion from the right 
way. The seal accompanying the plate has the 
als of this king. The inscription engraved on 


The plate measures 49 c 
upper corner of the plate is broken a 
same device as found on the other se 
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the plate has 25 lines of writing on one side only in the usual Nagari characters 
and Sanskrit language. 


The document records that the king Jayachandradeva of Kanauj after having 
bathed on the Manvantarådi at the confluence of rivers at Prayaga in the 
presence of God Garigåditya granted the village of Kusuphata in Mahaso pattalå 
with its påthakas to Mahåpurohita Praharajasarmana on Tuesday, the seveth tithi 
of Mågha of [Vikrama] Samvat 1228. Thakkura Sripati, who is known to us 
from some other records also, was the writer of this grant. 


1. Keilhorn List No. 159 
2. Ep. Ind. Vol. IV p. 121. Q 


No. 59 Etawah plate of Jayachandradeva- 
Samvat 1229-1172 A.D. 


The plate is one of the two copper plates found while ploughing in a field in 
village Asai, tehsil Bhartana in the Etawah district which were acquired by the 
museum in 1974-75 under Treasure Trove Rules. It has not been published but 
briefly noticed by V. N. Srivastava’. 


This is a single plate and engraved on one side only. It measures 44.5 cm. long 
and 33 cm. wide. The writing in 28 lines in Devanagari script and Sanskrit 
language covers a space of 40 cm. x 29 cm. leaving a plain-edged surface on 
the three sides except at the bottom. The riveted flowery buldge, fastening the 
hook at the top-centre, divides the first line of the epigraph into two fragments. 
The letters are deeply cut but are not uniform. The inscription also suffers from 
encrustations, besides a number of mistakes due to careless engraving. 


Containing the usual genealogy of king Jayachandradeva of Kanauj, the 
inscription goes on to record that after bathing in the river Yamuna at Hastikå 
on Thursday the fifteenth tithi of the bright half of Karttika of [Vikrama] Samvat 
1229. (given both in words and decimal figures), the king also called 
Somesvaradeva ? after offering oblations to God Måhesvara allowed the grant 
of land known as Lahuåkshetra lying to the south of Vakradevapura agrahåra 
in Sidhasoetå pattalå to be executed by an official Ranaka Abhayapala ? to 
Pandita Kedåraråsi, a follower of Påsupati cult, who enjoyed the title of 
Bhattaraka. The boundaries of the land have also been specified but the name 
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of the writer is not clear. 


1. BMA UP No. X December, 72 p. 62-63 


No. 60 Kamauli plate of Jayachandradeva- 
Samvat 1230-1173 A.D. 


The plate’ is one of the 25 plates found at Kamauli near Varanasi and presented 
to the museum in 1893-94. It was published by Prof, Keilhorn in 1896-972. 


The plate is 46 cm. broad by 38 cm. high and is engraved on one side only. 
The seal accompanying it has the usual emblems of Garuda above and conch 
below with the name of the king cut across the centre in bold relief. The plate 
contains 37 lines of writing in Nagari script and Sanskrit language. 


The inscription chronicles the grant made by king Jayachandradeva of Kanauj 
recording that on Wednesday the 15th tithi of the bright half of Mårggasirsa of 
[Vikrama] Samvat 1230 after bathing in the Ganges at Varanasi in the 
presence of the God Adikesava, the king bestowed the villages of Ahenti, Sarasa 
and Athuså in Unavisa pattalå with their påthakås to the great family priest 
Mahåpurohita Prahrajagarmana. 


The writer of the grant was Sri Thakkura Sripati. 


1.  Keilhorn List No. 161 
2. Ep. Ind. Vol. IV p. 123-R 


No. 61 Kamauli plate of Jayachandradeva- 
Samvat 1231-1175 A.D. 


The plate! is one of the 25 plates found at Kamauli near Varanasi and presentes 
to the museum in 1893-94. It was published by Prof. Keilhorn in 1896-97". 


The plate measures 50 cm. broad x 39 cm. high and is inscribed on one face 
only. The seal accompanying the plate bears the same emblems and the name of 


the king as above. 


The inscription is that of king Jayachandradeva of Kanani who records in j 
that on Tuesday the full-moon tithi of Karttika (Karttika PEU 
[Vikrama] Samvat 1231 (given both in words and figures), after bathing in the 
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Ganges at Kasi and after he had made a great gift of tulå purusha (valuables 


equivalent of his weight) in the presence of Krittivasa (Siva), he granted the 
village of Khambhamaua in the pattala of Vajaimhachchhasathi to nine 
Brahmanas including his spiritual instructor Prahrajgarmana in such å Ene 
that half of the property is to be shared by the eight priests and the other half 


becomes the perpetual property of Prahrajasarmana. 


The writer of the grant (tamrapatta) was akshapatalika Thakkura Vivika. The 
last line contains what looks like a post-script which indicates that the grant was 
written on the plate on Friday, the ninth tithi of the dark half of Phålguna of 
[Vikrama] Samvat 1235 and that it was engraved by blacksmith (lohàra) 


Someka. 


1. Keilhorn List No. 162 
2. Ep. Ind. Vol. IV p. 124-S. 


No. 62 Kamauli plate of Jayachandradeva- 
Samvat 1232=1175 A.D. 


The plate! is one of the 25 plates found in Kamauli near Varanasi and 
presented to the museum in 1893-94. It was published by Prof. Keilhorn in 
1896-97". 


The plate is 45 cm. broad x 35 cm. high and is engraved on one side only. 
The seal accompanying it has the name of the king engraved across the centre 
in bold relief with Garuda above and conch below. The inscription on it has 32 
lines incised in Nagari characters and Sanskrit language. 


The charter was issued by king Jayachandradeva of Kanauj and records that 
on Sunday, the eighth tithi of the dark half of the Bhådrapada of [ Vikrama] 
Samvat 1232, the king after bathing in the Ganges at Kasi on the occasion of 
the Birth Ceremony (Jåtakarma) of his son Harischandradeva, granted the 
village of Vadisara in the Kangli pattala to his family priest Prahrajasarmana. 
The writer of the grant was the same Vivika who is known to us from a few 
other grants of this king. 


1.  Keilhorn List No. 164 
2. Ep. Ind. Vol. IV p. 126. 
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No. 63 Sihvar Plate of Jayachandradeva- 
Samvat 1232-1175 A.D. 


The plate was found about 1869 in a field near Sihvar some distance away 
from Varanasi and Was presented to the museum in 1893". The text of the 


inscription was first published by Babu Shiv Prasad in 1869? and was later 
reedited by Prof. Keilhorn in 18983. 


The plate measures 41 cm. X 28 cm. and is engraved on one face only. The 
edges of the plate are partly made thicker and partly raised into rims. The middle 
part of the inscribed surface is worn out. In the centre of the plate there is a crack 
seemingly caused by tearing out the ring. Neither the ring nor the seal is 
available. A small piece is also broken away from the right lower corner of the 


plate. The inscription on it has 35 lines of writing in Någari characters and 
Sanskrit language. 


The charter is that of the king Jayachandradeva of Kanauj who records on it 
that while at Varanasi on the occasion of performing the Nåmakarana Samskara 
of his son, Råjaputra Harischandra, he granted the villages of Sarau (då) and 
(å)måyi in Ma(na)ra pattalå to Bråhmana Mahåpandita Hrishikesagaramana, 
after bathing in the Ganges. The date of the grant is Sunday, the thirteenth tithi 
of the bright half of Bhådrapada of [Vikrama] Samvat 1232. 


The writer of the record was Thakkura Sripati. 


1. LMM Vol. V p. 85 
2. The Pandit Vol. IV p. 95-96 
3. Ind. Ant. Vol. XVIII p. 129 ff 


No. 64 Banaras Plate of Jayachandradeva 
Samvat 1232-1175 A.D. 


This is one of the six plates purchased by the museum from a dealer iin 1948. 
Its find spot is, therefore, not known. It was published by D. C. Sircar’. 


It is single plate measuring 52 cm. x 40 cm. with writing only on one ar 
it. As is usual with the Gahadvāla plates there is aing oe about ro. ; 
in the upper part of the plate but no seal. The inscription engraved on 1 
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contains 34 lines written in Nagari Script and Sanskrit language. A floral design 
of conch and a lotus are engraved in the last line. 


The charter is that of king Jaychandradeva of Kanauj and its purport Is i record 
the gift of village Avalu together with its pāthakas to Mahāsandhivigrahaka 
Bhandagarika Redhura (the correct name is Ravidhara) by king Jaychandradeva 
after having taken bath at Ekakund on Monday the fourteenth tithi of the dark half 
of Asvina of [Vikrama] Samvat 1232". 


A passage in the grant seems to suggest that this Ravidhara, the donee, had 
offered three ‘mundaris’ bedecked with rubies and diamond. Though the 
occasion or the person to whom they were given, are not mentioned, it may be 
surmised that those gifts were in fact presented to the newly born prince 
Harischandradeva and the official Ravidhara received this grant as a 
consequence thereof. The writer of the document was Sripati. 


1. Ep. Ind. Vol. XXXV p. 211-15 Sircar wrongly gives the number of plates 
as eight. Only six plates were actually purchased in 1948. (No. 48. 207 to 
48.212) 


2. The date given in decimal figure can also be read as 1233. 


No. 65 Plate of Jayachandradeva- 
Samvat 1232-1175 A.D. 


The plate is one of the two plates purchased by the museum in 1957!. The 
circumstances of their discovery and the place from which they came from is not 
known. The inscription on the plate was published by D.C. Sircar?. 


This is a single plate, which measures 62cm. broad x 39 cm. high and is 
inscribed on one side only. There is a hole about the middle of the apex part of 
it near the top margin, which disturbs the continuity of the epigraph. There is no 
seal attached to it. The writing consisting of 33 lines in Nagari script and Sanskrit 
language, which is affected by corrosion and obliteration. 


This document is that of king Jaychandradeva of Kanauj and records that on the 
occasion of the Jatotsava (birth ceremony) of his son Mahåråjputra 
Harischandradeva, the king granted the village of Chandavaka with certain 
pathakas but the name of the pattala to which they belonged, is not mentioned. 
The gift of the village was made to Mahåsandhivigrahaka Bhandagarika 
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Ravidhara of Vatsa gotra who 
grandson of Gangadharagarmana. 


and figures, is the fourteenth tithi 
Samvat 1232. 


was the son of Maladharagarmana and 
The date given in the charter, both in words 
of the bright half of Asvina of [Vikrama] 


The charter was written by Mahåkshapatalika Stipati. It is interesting to note 
that the occasion of the grant is Jåtotsava of the king's son Harischandra. The 
Same ceremony as Jåtakarma is mentioned in the Kamauli plate” of the same 
vear [No. 62] while the Sihvar grant? [No. 63] records the occasion of 
nåmkarna of Råjaputra Harischandra. Thus king Jaychandradeva had made 
two grants in one year to celebrate the birth ceremony of the prince. The first 
grant [Kamauli] of the eighth tithi of the dark half of Bhådarapada was 
bestowed on his family priest Prahrajagarmana. But the second and the present 
grant, of the fourteenth tithi of the bright half of Asvina was given to his favourite 
official Ravidhara®, who even later was favoured with more gifts of villages. 


1. Museum Annual Report 1957. 
Ep. Ind. Vol. XXXV p. 211 
Ep. Ind. Vol. IV p. 127 

Ind. Ant. Vol. XVIII p. 131 
Ep. Ind. Vol. XXXV p. 211-14 
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No. 66 Kamauli plate of Jayachandradeva- 
Samvat 1233=1136 A.D. 


The plate! is one of the 25 plates found at Kamauli near Vārāņasi and presented 
to the museum in 1893-94. It was published by Prof. Keilhorn in 1896-97*. 


This is a single plate which measures 40 cm. broad x 33 cm. high and is 
inscribed on one side only. There is a circular ring hole in the upper PER but botn 
the ring and the seal are missing. The epigraph runs into 37 lines in Nāgari 
characters and Sanskrit language. 


It is recorded in this charter that king Jayachandradeva of Kanauj oter panes 
in the Ganges at Varanasi granted the villages of Matapura in Er oe 
pattalå to (the temple of) God Lolårka (a from of sun) and n i a å 
The date mentioned in the record is Sunday the third tithi of brig 
Vaisåkha of [Vikrama] Samvat 1233. 
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The grant was written by chief record keeper (mahåkshapatalika) Sripati, who 


is known to us from other grants as well. 


1.  Keilhom List No. 167 
2. Ep. Ind. Vol. IV p 128-U 


No. 67 Banaras Plate of Jayachandradeva - Samvat 1233=1176 A.D. 


The plate is one of the six plates purchased by the museum from a dealer of 


Varanasi in 1948. It has been published by D.C. Sircar". 


The plate is 21 cm. broad and 41 cm. high. It is inscribed on one side only. There 
is circular hole in the centre of the upper part of it but neither the ring nor the seal 
is available. The inscription contains 34 lines written in Nagari characters and 


Sanskrit language. 


The charter is that of king Jayachandradeva of Kanauj who records that after 
having taken bath in the Ganges at Varanasi on Sunday, the fifteenth tithi of the 
dark half Asadha of [Vikrama] Sarhvat 1233, he granted the village of Khovadayi 
situated in Derghodaya pattalå together with its pathakas (hamlets) to Rauta 
Ravidhara who was the son of Maladhara of Vatsa gotra. The writer of the grant 
was Thakkura Sripati, whom we already know. 


1. Ep. Ind. Vol. XXXV p 215 
No. 68 Banaras Plate of Jayachandradeva - 
Samvat 1233=1176 A.D. 


The plate is one of the six plates purchased by the museum from a dealer of 
Varanasi in 1948. It has been published by D.C. Sircar’. 


This is a single plate measuring 52 cm. x 41 cm. with an inscription engraved on 
it on one side only. Near the top margin in the centre of the upper part is the ring 
hole but no seal or ring is forthcoming. The inscription contains 34 lines written 
in Nagari characters and Sanskrit language. 


In this inscription king Jayachandradeva records that after bathing in the 
Ganges at Varanasi on Sunday. the fifteenth tithi of the dark half of Asadha of 
[Vikrama] Samvat 1233 he granted the village of Sarahavada together with its 
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hamlets of Telu and Ami situated in Dir 


K ghodaya pattala to Rauta Ravidhara, 
the recipient of earlier grant. The writer 


of the grant was the same Sripati. 
1. Ep. Ind. Vol. XXXV p 217 


No. 69 Banaras Plate of Jayachandradeva- 
Samvat 1233=1176 A.D. 


The plate is one of the six plates purchased by the museum from a dealer of 
Varanasi in 1948. It has been published by D.C. Sircar!. 


The plate which measures 55 cm. broad and 41 cm. high is engraved on one 
side only. There is no seal or ring attached to it, though a hole, cut at the top 
margin of the plate, intended for the ring to pass through, exists. The inscription 
on it contains 34 lines written in Nagari characters and Sanskrit language. 


The purport of the charter is to record a grant made by the king 
Jayachandradeva of Kanauj. According to this document the king after bathing 
in the Ganges at Varanasi and worshiping God Vasudeva, gifted the village of 
Badahosa, situated in Manijahosa pattalå alongwith its påthakas to Råuta 
Ravidhara. The date given in the record is Sunday, the fifth tithi of the dark-half 
of Asadha of [Vikrama] Samvat 1233. 


The writer of the charter is the same Thakkura Sripati. 


1. Ep. Ind. Vol. XXXV p 218) 


No. 70 Banaras Plate of Jayachandradeva- 
Samvat 1233-1176 A.D. 


The plate is one of the six plates purchased by the museum from a dealer of 
Varanasi in 1948. It has been published by D.C. Sircar . 


The plate is 54 cm. broad and 44 cm. high. It is inscribed on one side only. 
There is circular hole in the centre of the upper part of it but neither the ae nor 
the seal is available. The inscription contains 33 lines written in Nagari 


characters and Sanskrit language. 


The date of the grant as recorded in both words and figures in lines 23-24 is 
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[Vikrama] Samvat 1233 Åsådhavadi 15 (the 15th tithi of the dark-half of 


Asadha) which corresponds to A.D. 1177. The document records that on the 
above date king Jayachandradeva of Kanauj after bathing in the Ganges at 
Varanasi, granted the village of Manjhosa (the middle one of the three village; 
called hosa) alongwith its pathakas, one of which was Rohini and situated de 
Jarüha pattalå to the same Rauta Ravidhara who seems to be the king's special 
favourite, receiving the three other grants no. 67, 68 and 69 above ona single 


day (Asadhavadi 15). The writer's name is not given. 


1. Ep. Ind. Vol. XXXV p 219-20 


No. 71 Banaras Plate of Jayachandradeva - 
Samvat 1237-1180 A.D. 


This plate was purchased from M/s. Mataprasad Sitaram of Banaras in 1935". 
It was published by Dr. N.P. Chakravarti?. 


It is a single plate measuring 47 cm. x 33 cm. and is inscribed on one side 
only. As usual there is a ring hole in the top upper margin in the centre but the 
seal is missing. A small piece from the left hand corner and the bottom of the 
plate is also broken away. The edges of the plate are fashioned thick and raised 
into rim. The inscription, which the plate contains, has 36 lines of writing in 
Devanagari script and Sanskrit language. 


The opening verse is in the praise of Goddess Lakshmi and GodVishnu 
followed by the genealogy of king Jayachandradeva, which is later again 
repeated, but the first two members of the family viz. Ya$ovigraha and 
Mahichchandra are omitted. 


The charter states that on Sunday the seventh tithi of the bright half of Phålguna 
of [Vikrama] Samvat 1233, given both in decimal figures and words, king 
Jayachandradeva after bathing in the Ganges at Varanasi, granted the village 
of Mandara together with Kadahi in Dehaduvara pattalå to Bråhmana Pandita 
Brahmagarmana, son of Pandita Gotrånanda and the grandson of Pamcha- 
pravaraya Pandita Sarvananda. The writer of this grant was Mahakshaptalika 
Thakkura Sripati who figures as writer of many other grants. 


1. Museum Annual Report 1935-36 
2. Ep. Ind. Vol. XXIV p 291 ff 
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No. 72 Etawah plate of Jayachandradeva- 
Samvat 1239 = 1181 A.D. 


The plate is one of the two plates found during the ploughing of a field in village 


Asai in Etawah District and acquired by the museum in 1975 under T.T. Rules. It 
has been briefly noticed by V.N. Srivastava!, 


inscription contains 28 lines in Devanagari script and Sanskrit language and 
opens with the words ‘Om Namah Sivaya’ 


The charter is that of king Jayachandradeva of Kanauj. It is made known in this 
inscription that the king after bathing in river Yamuna at Hastika on Monday 
the fifteenth tithi of the bright half of Mårggasirsa of [Vikrama] Samvat 1239 
and after worshipping God Mahådeva, was pleased to permit his official 
Rånaka Amritpåla to execute a grant of a village Vahadeli in the pattalå of 
Gayadhuka to Bhattåraka Nilakantha who was the son of Bhattåraka 
Kedararåsi and grandson of Paramabhattåraka Sri Kirttivasa who was also a 
Paramapåsupati and resided in a matha where a Sivalingam was installed. The 
gift was given for the mainte-nance and upkeep of lingams. The writer of the 
charter was Kayastha pandita Jagadhara and the inscription was engraved by 
goldshmith Chakrasrighuda. 


It is interesting to note that unlike other charters of the Gahadvala kings this 
particular inscription dose not mention the full epithets of the king’s predecessors 
in the given genealogy except in the case of king Jayachandradeva himself, 


1. BMA No. 10 1972 p 63-64 
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PLATE OF HARISCHANDRADEVEA 


No. 73 Machhlishahr Plate of Hariéchandradeva- 
Samvat 1253=1196A.D. 


The plate was found in the village of Kolva in tehsil Machhlishahr of Jaunpur 


district in 1907. It was presented io the museum in a twisted condition in 1908. 
It was first edited by Hiranand Shastri in 1909! and was reviewed later by R. D. 
Banerjee in 1911°. 

The plate measures 43 cm. in breadth and 35 cm. in height and is inscribed on 
one side only. The seal attached to it is similar to those of the other plates of the 
dynasty and bears the name of the king Hariśchandradeva across the centre in 
bold relief between a Garuda above and a conch symbol below. 


The plate has developed a crack consequent to its flattening. The inscription 
engraved on the plate consists of 34 lines of writing in Nāgari characters and 
Sanskrit language. The writing, however, is badly damaged at several places. 


The charter was issued by king Hariśchandradeva, son and successor of 
Jayachandradeva of Kanauj and records that while encamped at Dhanarhvakra, 
ihe king after bathing in the Ganges at Chyavanesvara ghatta on Sunday, the 
fullmoon day of Pausha of [Vikrama] Samvat 1253 granted the village of 
Pamahai together with its outlying hamlets to Rahihiyaka if Kasyapa gotra who 
was the son of Thakkura Madana and the grandson of Thakkura Sopala. The 
contents of line 25 and 26 would show that the gifted property formed part of the 
state of a queen (name not clear) of king Jayachandradeva, who probably being 
issue-less might have given her right to Hariéchandradeva?. 


The charter was written by Mahakshapatalika Thakkura Bhogaditya. This 
inscription is of considerable historical interest for it adds to the list of Gahadvala 
kings of Kanauj and Varanasi, a new name, that of king Harischandradeva, who 
was not known to us before. 

Ep. Ind. Vol. X p 93 ff 

JASB 1911 p 157 ff. Banerjee reads the date as 1257 


3. Ep. Ind. Vol. XXXV p 206 where D.C. Sircar gives his own reading of 
some lines 
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Group IIB: Inscriptions of the Chåhamånas 


No. 74 Badaun plate of Prithvichandradeva- 
Samvat 1198=1141 A.D. 


It is a single plate which measure 49 cm. x 39 cm. and is engraved on one side 
only. Riveted at the top centre is a looped hook through which passes a ring. 
There is no seal, however, The edges of the plates are raised into rims. 


The inscription on it is corroded and encrustation has damaged many a letters 
here and there, which deny a coherent reading of the epigraph. The inscription 
consists of 33 lines in Nagari characters and Sanskrit language and records 
that the Chakravarti Mahåråjådhiråja Parmeswara Prithvichandradeva of 
Chahmana lingeage after bathing in the Ganges at Gomti tirtha and offering 
oblations to his abhista deity Mahesvara (Siva) on the occasion of solar ecilpse, 
on Monday the fifteenth tithi of the dark-half of Chaitra of [Vikrama] Samvat 
1198, granted the village of Nanaga to a Bråhmana Rauta Lakshmanapåla. 
The inscription also contains the genealogy of the king beginning with 
Lakshmanaråja. 


The composer of the grant, which is said to have been given by the king with 
his own hand was Malhana who was born in Mathura. At the end of record is 
incised in bold letters the name of the king Sri Prithvichandradeva. 


No. 75 Badaun plate of Kumarachandradeva- 
Samvat 1244=1187 A.D. 


The plate is one of the three plates found at village Arifpur in district Badaun, 
which were acquired by the museum under T. T. Rules in 1987. It has not been 


published. 


The plate measures 36 cm. X 22 cm. in width and height and is DES ER 
side only. Riveted to the top centre is flower-shaped nail to which is attached a 
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ring. On the proper right of the riveted hook is engraved an animal headed 
four-armed seated divinity holding a stemmed flower. [This may be identified as 
Varåha incarnation of Vishnu lifting Prithvidevi on his left arm (only a crude 
out-line of her can be made out)). On the other side, a half-springing lion is 
depicted. The plate bears in Nagari characters and Sanskrit language, a 33-line 
epigraph, some of the letters of which are damaged. 


The inscription is that of king Kumarachandradeva of Chahamana family. It 
opens with adoration to Hara (Siva) and after detailing the genealogy of the 
king goes on to record the grant of village (name not clear) to some Bráhamana 
(name not clear again) of Párásara gotra, made by the king after bathing in the 
Ganges at Yogamargga tirtha in Sukarakshetra, on Friday the eleventh tithi of 
the bright half of Margga (Magha) which was a ‘pitarapaksha ekådasi, of 
Samvat 1244. The verses used in the inscription are excellent examples of 
Sanskrit kavya. The last line of the inscription indicates that it was signed by 
the king himself but actually there are no signatures of the king as such though 
his name is inscribed by the engraver in a slightly bigger letters. 


No. 76 Radan plate of a Chahamana family- Samvat XX88 


The plate was found at Radan, a village in Sikohabad tehsil of Mainpuri district 
and was presented to the museum in 1916-17. It has not been published. 


The plate measures 33 cm. X 27 cm. and is inscribed on both the sides. A hook 
is soldered to the top of the plate in the middle with a ring. The corners of the 
plate are rounded. It contains 18 lines of writing on one side and only three on 
the reverse. The characters are Nagari but the language is influenced by local 
dialect and is so full of mistakes that it is difficult of make out any sense out of it. 


The inscription is of some Chåhamåna king ? whose name could not be made 
out as the engraving has been done very carelessly and haphazardly. Oxidation 
and corrosion also enveloped the writing on the plate. 


The purport of the inscription seems to record the grant of a village ? by the 
king ? after he had washed his hands and face in the Yamuna at Chandrapatta 
where the river flows to west, to a Tamil Bráhmam Ra (gva) na ? The incomplete 
date recorded in the inscription is the Akshayatritiyà of the bright half of 
Vaisakha of Samvat XX88, which may either be Samvat 1188, 1288 or even 
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II C : Inscriptions of the Rashtrakitas 


No. 77 Badaun plate of Amritapåla- 
Samvat 1202 = 1145 A.D. 


The plate is one of the three plates found at village Arifpur Newada in Badaun 


district, which were acquired by the museum under T. T. Rules in 1987. It has not 
been published. 


This is a single plate which measures 49.2 cm. X 35 cm. and is inscribed on one 
side only. There is neither a ring hole nor a seal attached to it. The inscription 
contains 27 lines of writing in Devanagari script and Sanskrit language. In the last 
line the name of the king Amritapåladeva is engraved in large-sized letters’, a 
practice sometimes employed by ruling monarchs, as a symbol of confirmation 
of the composition. 


The inscription belongs to king Amritapåladeva of the Rastraküta branch of 
Badaun (Vodamyuia). The charter opens with the words ‘Om Svasti’ and after 
eulogising the Ràstraküta clan, to which, the king belonged, goes on to give the 
genealogy” of the dynasty which, put in a tabular form, is a follows :— 


ae 
Vigtabapala 
Bhuvanapala Gopala 
Devapala Madanapala Bhimapala 
Surapåla 
Amritapåla 
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The purport of the grant appears to record the substitution of a previously gifted 
village of Paleuli, conveyed on Monday, the fifteenth day of the bright half of 
Karttika of some expired Samvat, by the village of Rajauli in Dekhanali mandala 
to Rauta Lakhanapala of Bandhula goira by king Amritapaladeva, after bathing 
with Ganges water at Vodamyuta (Badaun) on Monday the fifteenth tithi of the 
dark half of the month of Asvina in [Vikrama] Samvat 1202 (given in both words 
and decimal figures). The king at the same time also granted a dwelling place 
situated near the town of Vodamyuta. 


The writer of the charter was Jagatapala and it was engraved by Jishnu. At 
the end of record is engraved in bold letters the name of the king ‘Sri 
Madamritapaladeva’. 


1. cf the Banskhera plate of Harsha bears the ornamental signatures of the 
king. In some other copper-plate inscriptions, as for example nos. 74 & 75 
ante the name of the king, supposedly his signatures, occur. In the 
Chandella charters of Parmaraddideva and Trailokyavarnana, though the 
king’s signatures are alluded to, there are in fact no signatures of the 
respective kings. 


2. The same order of succession is also found in the Badaun Stone inscription 
of Lakhanpåla, his younger brother, which was hitherto the only record of 
this Rastrakitta branch of Badaun known to us. (Ep. Ind. Vo. I p 69 ff.). 


The existence of Råstrakötas in the vicinity of Kanauj is proved by this 
inscription, which also tells us that the town of Vodamyuta, “the ornament 
of the land of Pårichåla was protected by princes born in the Råsitrakuta 
family". It appears that the Rastrakiita branch in Kanauj had migrated to 


the Panchala region and had made Badaun (Vodamyuta) their head- 
quarters. 
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II D - Copper Plates of the Chandella Dynasty 


INSCRIPTIONS OF PARMARDDIDEVA 


No. 78 Semra Plates! of Parmarddideva- 
Samvat 1223 = 1167 A.D. 


The plates were found in 1892 at Semra, a village in the former prince 
Bijawar in M.P and were presented to the museum through the politic 
Naugaon. This grant was published by W. Cartellieri in 1996-977. 


ly state of 
al agent of 


These are three plates of comparatively larger size of about equal dimensions 
measuring 66 cm. broad x 50 cm. high. The first and the third plates are 
engraved on one side while the second, the middle one, on both sides. Unlike 
the Gahadvala plates, which mostly have raised rims, the edges of these plates 
are fortified with bands of copper joined with pins of the same metal. The plates 
are fastened by a large circular ring, which passes through the holes in top and 
bottom respectively of each plate. The seal is, however, missing. At the top of the 
first plate is incised a four-armed figure of Goddess Lakhsmi seated on a full 
blown lotus holding lotus flowers in upper arms with an elephant flanking on 
each side. The inscription on the plates runs into 124 lines written in Nagari 
characters and Sanskrit language mixed with a few prakrita words, which occur 
here and there. 


The charter is that of the Chandella king Parmarddideva of Kalanjara and was 
issued to confirm the grant of certain villages given by the king’s grand-father 
Madanavarmadeva from his camp at Varidurga, on Tuesday the fifteenth tithi of 
the dark half of Mågha of [ Vikrama] Samvat 1219 on the occasion of solar eclipse. 
The donees of the gift were 309 Brahmans. This charter of confirmation was 
issued from Sonasara, where the king Parmarddideva was camping on Thursday 
the seventh tithi of the bright half of Vaisakha of [ Vikrama] Samvat 1223. 


The charter was written by dharmalekhina (writer of charitable gifts) 
Prithvidhara and incised by the coppersmith (pitaranara) Palhana. 


1.  Keilhorn List No. 146 
2 Ep. Ind. Vol. IV p 157 ff 
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No. 79 Ichchhawar Plates of Parmarddideva- 
Samvat 1228-117 A.D. 


The plates! were found near Ichchhawar, a village in the Banda district and 
were presented to the museum in 1888-89 by Dr. Hoey. A summary of their 
contents was published by V.A. Smith and Dr. Hoey in 1895”. The inscription 
was later re-edited by Prof. Keilhorn in 1896°. 


These are two plates of equal dimensions measuring 36 cm. X 26 cm. Each 
plate is inscribed on one side only. These plates were originally attached to 
each other by a ring passing through a hole in the lower part of the first plate 
and the upper part of second. Both the ring and the seal are, however, lost. The 
edges of the plates were protected with bands of copper, which have now 
disappeared leaving some traces of copper rivets, which are still visible. In the 
middle of the top of the first plate is seem the figure of a four-handed Lakshmi 
seated on lotus and flanked by elephant on either side. The first plate bears in 
inscription of 17 lines while the second has 18, written in Nagari characters 
and Sanskrit language. 


The inscription records that king Parmarddideva of Kalinjara while at 
Vilåsapura on Sunday the fifteenth tithi of the bright half of Sravana of 
[Vikrama] Samvat 1228 at the time of lunar eclipse, granted the village of 
Nandini of Nandavana vishaya to Senåpati Madanapala$armana, who was an 
army commander. The grant was written by Kayastha Prithvidhara. 


Keilhorn List No. 158 


1. 
2.  JASB Vol. LXIV part I p 155 ff 
3. Ind. Ant. Vol. XXV p 25 ff 


No. 80 Pachar Plate of Parmarddideva- 
Samvat 1233-1176 A.D. 


The circumstance of the discovery of this plate is not known. It is said to have 
been found about a century ago from a raised mound at Pachar a village in 


Jhansi district and was later presented to the museum in 1908. It was published 
by Dr. Venis is 1909". 


The plate measures 51 cm. x 45 cm. and is engraved on one side only. There is 
a ring hole in the lower part of the plate suggesting the existence of another 
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Sanskrit language. 


The purport of the document is to record that while encamped at Vilaspura, 
king Parmarddideva granted some land in the village of Lauva in Karigava 
district to a Brahamana on Wednesday, the eighth tithi of the dark-half Karttika 
of [Vikrama] Samvat 1233, which was a highly auspicious occasion according 


to Sànkha. The inscription was written by Subhånanda and was engraved by 
Palhana. 


1. Ep. Ind. Vol. X p 44 ff 
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INSCRIPTIONS OF TRAILOKYAVARMANA 


No. 81 A&B Garra Plates of Trailokyavarmana- 
Samvat 1261=1204 A.D. 


The plates were found at Garra, a village in Chhatarpur district of Madhya 
Pradesh and were sent to the museum in 1917. They were published by K. N. 
Dixit’. 

The plates are two in number and identical in size and measure 35 cm. broad 
x 21 cm. high. A hole at the top suggests that at one time a ring must have been 
attached to them along with the seal both of which are, however, missing. Below 
the ring hole and dividing the first four lines of writing, is engraved on each plate 
a four-handed figure of Lakshmi. For protecting the recorded matter the plates 
have been provided with copper bands riveted alongside the edges. Both the 
plates are engraved on one side only and each is a complete record by itself. The 
alphabets used in the inscription are Nagari and the language used is Sanskrit. 
The inscription is in prose except for a verse each in the beginning and at the 
end. 


The inscriptions belong to the Chandella dynasiy of Bundelakhand called 
Chandratreya in the records, and are those of ‘Kalanjaradhipati’ king 
Trailokyavarmana, whose genealogy is also given. Both the charters were 
probably issued simultaneously. 


According to the first charter king Trailokyavarmana while encamped at 
Vadavada, granted the village of Kadoha in Panauli vishaya to Ravata Samanta 
of Bharadwaja gotra, who was the son of Rauta Pape killed in battle in 
Kakavadaha with the Turks, by way of maintenance for death, ‘Mrityuka Vritta’. 
The grant was made on Friday the second tithi of the bright half of Vaisakha of 
[Vikrama] Samvat 1261. 


The second plate, which bears the same date” but in the dark-half of the same 
year and place of encampment of the king, describes the grant of the village of 
Loahasanahi in Vikraini district to the same donee Samanta who was the son of 
Rauta Pape, killed in battle. 


According to the document, the charters are claimed to have been signed by the 
96 a 


Sanskrit Digital Preservation Foundation, Chandigarh 


—  ———— 
Catalogue of Copper Plates in the State Museum Lucknow 


king himself but actually there are no Signatures of Trailokyavarmana. Besides 


the grants having been made simultaneously, the charters are important as they 


give the earliest date of the Chandella king Trailokyavarmana 


1. Ep. Ind. Vol. XVI p 272 ff 


2. We thus have a very rare instance of date being calculated 


Southern Vikrama with Amant Month. (cf Ind. Ant. Vol. XIX p 


in expired 


181-82.) 
II - E : Copper plates of other royals 


No. 82 Plates of Somavamsi Vijayachandradeva- 
Samvat 1137-1080 A.D. 


The plates were purchased by the museum in 1986 and the place and the date 
of their discovery are not known. They have not been published. 


The plates are three in number and of identical measurements of 23 cm. x 16 
cm. The first plate is engraved on one side while the other two plates are carved 
on both sides. There is a ring hole about the middle of the bottom side of the 
first plate, the other two plates having their upper top side perforated likewise, 
apparently for the ring to join them together. But the ring and the seal, if there 
was any, are lost. The inscription inscribed on the plates has 44 lines in all. The 
characters are influenced by Oriyan script but the language is Sanskrit. 


The inscription appears to belong to the reign of "Trikalingadhipati' 
Mahåråjadhiråja Mahagivagupta with whose consent Vijayachandradeva, 
claiming to be a scion of lunar race (Somvamsa) and probably a feudatory chief 
issued this charter from Prithvipura. It is recorded in the document that this 
Vijayachandradeva granted some portion of land in two villages situated in 
Uravartu vishaya to some Bráhmana in the presence of officials and probably his 
son prince Udayachandravarmana. The date recorded in the last line of the 
epigraph is 1137. Asadha sudi 11 (eleventh day in the month of Asadha in the 
year 1137). The grant was written by Pandita Sridharana and was engraved by 


Tribhuvana. 


The record cited above reveals the existence of a line of Chandra kings in the 
region of the then Kalinga, which extended from Orissa and Madhya Pradesh to 
as far as the modern Andhra State around 10th to 12th century A.D. 
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No. 83 Plate of Kirttipala of Uttarasamudra- 
Samvat 1167-1110 A.D. 


The plate was brought by a tenant to a fair in Bhatpur in the Gorakhur district 
and was sold to a coppersmith. It was recovered by Dr. Hoey, the inem collector 
of Gorakhpur, who presented it to the museum in 1898. It was published by Prof. 


Keilhorn in 1902-03". 


The plate measures 32 cm. broad X 30 cm. high and is incised on both the sides. 
It has a semicircular projection in the middle of the top, on the facing side of 
which is carved a four-armed figure of Varåha incarnation of Vishnu raising the 
earth (prithvi) on his upper left arm. Below this figure is engraved a serpent with a 
flower in front. On the backside of the projection is engraved a Sankha. 


There are altogether 40 lines of writing on the obverse and reverse sides of the 
plate in Nagari script and Sanskrit language. The inscription begins with word 
“Srih” followed by a sign-manual of the donor and records that Maharaja 
Kirttipåla of Uttarasamudra granted two villages to a Brahmana. The record 
does not mention officials whom the king addressed and ordered, a feature 
invariably found in other copper-plate records, but simply states that the king 
Kirttipala made a certain donation. The date given in the charter is Saturday, 
the second tithi of the bright-half of Phålguna on the occasion of the Samkranti 
of Brahaspati in the [Vikrama] Samvat 1167. 


The charter was engraved by goldsmith Ganesvara according to the direction of 
Pandita Randhuka. The simple title of Maharaja indicates that Kirttipala might 


have been a feudatory chief only. The kings or chiefs of Uttarasamudra are not 
met with anywhere else. 


1. Ep. Ind. Vol. VII p 93 ff; cf Bhandarkar list No. 484 


No. 84 Kamauli Plates of Vaidyadeva of Kåmrup- 
Year 4=1142 A.D. 


These plates are among the 25 plates found at Kamauli near Vårånasi in 1892 
and presented to the museum in 1893-94!. They were published by Dr. A. Venis?. 


The plates are three in number and are of equal size of 25 cm. x 17 cm. They are 
held together on the hooked end of a spoon like object containing a figure of four- 
armed seated Ganesa. The first plate is engraved on one side only while the other 
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two are inscribed on both sides. The number of lines of the epigraph on each 
inscribed side is 16, excepting the reverse of the third plate which contains only 
nine lines, the complete record thus spreading over to a total of 73 lines. The 
characters resemble the modern Bengali alphabets but the language is Sanskrit. 


The charter records the grant of two villages- Santipataka and Mandara-situated 
in Bada vishaya in the mandala of Kamrupa in the bhukti of Pråggjyotisha by 
Vaidyadeva, a feudatory of Pala king Kumarapala of Bengal’, to a Bråhmana 
named Sridhara. The grant was issued from the victorious camp of Vaidyadeva at 
Hansakonchi on Vishnu's day (Harivasare) or the eleventh day of the lunar fort- 
night or Ekádasi, the fifth day of Vaisakha in the fourth regnal year of Vaidya- 
deva. According to Dr. Venis this date probably fell in the year 1142. A.D. 


The charter was written by Manoratha and engraved by Karnabhadra. The 
messenger of the grant was Gonandana. 


Museum Report 1893-94 p 3 
Ep. Ind. Vol. II p 347 ff 


3.  Vaidyadeva, however, addresses himself as Paramamåhesvara and 
Paramavaishnava Maharajadhiaja Paramabhattaraka and Parmesvara, 
which shows his powerful status. The document also furnishes some new 
historical material, namely the trio of the royal line of the Palas- 
Vigrahapala, Ramapala and Kumarapala. 
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COPPER PLATES OF CHAND KINGS OF KUMAUN 


No. 85 Plate of Dharamachand- 
Saka Samvat 1351 = 1429 A.D. 


The plate is one of the four plates sent to the museum from the nazarat of the 
District Magistrate of Almora. The inscription was published by Nityanand 
Mishra’. 


The plate measures 25 cm. broad and 13 cm. high and is inscribed on one side 
only. The inscription contains ten lines of writing, which has been done in a 
slovenly manner. The script is Nagari but the record is crouched in local 
Kaumauni dialect. 


The inscription records that Raja Dharamachand of Kumaun, on Friday the 
dark-half of the month Karttika in the year 1351 of the Saka Era granted some 
land to three persons namely- Shivråja Khathar, Viren Pathak and Shauma 
Pant. It is also stated that these persons shall enjoy the grant of Sivabhadra 
including immovable property of Virajika, Krittika Datta and Narendra Chandra 
on the cessation of their families. They are also called upon to perform the 
Sradha in that event. The witnesses to the grant are also named. The grant was 
written by Rudrasena. 


1. JUPHS Vol. XV part II p 53 ff 


No. 86 Plate of Bhartichand 
Saka Samvat 1399 = 1477 A.D. 


The plate is one of the four plates sent to the museum from the nazarat of the 
District Magistrate of Almora. The inscription was published by Nityanand 
Mishra’. The plate measures 20 cm. broad and 13 cm. high and is inscribed on 
one side only. The inscription contains ten lines of writing, which has been done 


in a slovenly manner. The script is Nagari but the record is crouched in local 
Kumauni dialect. 


The inscription records that Maharaja Bhartichand, on Monday which was a 
sravani amavasya of Saka Samvat 1399, granted some land measuring six 
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mashas and two rattis to Sambhu and 
rattis of land including the house in t 
benefits. Among the witnesses named 


1.  JUPHS Vol XV p II p 53 ff 


Krishna, who are directed to leave 18 


he neightbouring field, and enjoy all 
was Vishnudasa 


No. 87 Plate of Bhishmachand- 
[Saka] Samvat 1436=1514 A.D. 


The plate is one of the four plates sent to the museum from the Nazarat of the 
District Magistrate of Almora. The inscription was published by Nityanand 
Mishra’. The plate measures 35 cm. borad and 34.5 cm. high and is inscribed 
on one side only. The inscription contains ten lines of writing, which has been 
done in slovenly manner. The script is Nagari but the record is crouched in 
local Kumauni dialect. 


The inscription records that in Saka Samvat 1436 and that of Vikrama Samvat 
1571, on Sunday the eleventh expired day of the month of Bhådrapada on 
amavasya day, king Bhishmachand, after uttering the Sankalpa formula, 
granted land on the occasion of Solar eclipse to Dharamdasa Jaidia. The charter 
was written by Chandra Joshi and engraved by Parisana. 


1. JUPHS Vol. XV p II p 53 ff 


No. 88 Plate of Kalyanachand- 
[Saka] Samvat 1655-1733 A.D. 


The plate is one of the four plates sent to the museum from the nazarat of the 
District Magistrate of Almora. The inscription was published by Nityanand 
Mishra!. The script is Nagari but the record is crouched in local Kumauni dialect. 


It is a round circular shaped thin plate of 31 cm. x 28 cm. and is engraved on one 
side only. There are altogether 30 lines of writing, 16 on the front side, and 14 on 
the left marginal side. Above the epigraph is a prefatory line containing the 
words Sri Rudrachandra, Sri Maharudra and Sri Siddham, all appellations and 
a dagger indicating probably the official seal of the Chand kings. The letters a 
well formed and there is an improvement in the language also probably due to 


learned Brahmnas coming from Kanauj. 
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The purpose of the inscription is to record the grant made by Maharajadhiraja 
Raja Kalyanachand to a monastry dedicated to God Balesvara indicated by 
four dois (probably due to mystic reason of not naming the Ishtadevata). This 
record was copied as a formal grant on Saturday the 18th day of the bright half 
of Vaisåkha in Saka Year 1655. Among the witnesses to the grant was Mahåråja- 
kumåra Deepchand. The charter was written by Bhavananda Joshi and was 
engraved by Viresa Adhikari at Rajbriga. 


The text of this record throughout is in a business like tone of modern 
registration deed. Unnecessary epithets are avoided and the donation is 
recorded in a simple and matter-of-fact language. 


1. JUPHS Vol. XV p II p 53 ff) 


No. 89 Plate of Kalyanachand- 
[Saka] Samvat 1659-1747 A.D. 


The plate was purchased by the museum in the year 1951 and it has not been 
published. 


The plate measures 33 cm. x 31 cm. and is inscribed on one side only in Nagari 
script and Kumauni dialect. There are altogether 41 lines of writing - 20 on the 
main side, 6 on the left marginal side, 8 at the left corner side and 7 on the upper 


right side. A flower and a dagger, probably, the royal insignia, are incised in the 
top centre. 


The plate is that of Raja Kalyanachanda of Kumaun and refers perhaps to the 
capture of one Gaindå, a rebel leader, by the king’s commander Anoop Singh 
Palàgi and a reward of Rs. 200/- and some land (jagir) given to him for the act. 


Other details of the epigraph are not clear. The record mentions a date in [Saka] 
Samvat 1659. 
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INSCRIPTION OF MINOR KINGS 


No. 90 Plate of Dharmasimhadeva [V.S.] 1417=1360 A.D 


The circumstances of the discover isiti i 
ry and acquisition of this plat 
It has not been published. e 


The plate measures 38 cm. x 30 cm. and is inscribed on one side only. It is 
crouched in local dialect of the region though the script is Nagari. 


The inscription appears to record the grant of village Vadahachadiha by king 
Dharamsimhadeva in consultation with Maharaja Jayasingh. The name of 
Senåpati Suvasa and Ajnapala Phogu alos occur in the epigraph. The date 
given is Friday the eighth tithi of bright-half of Chaitra of [Vikrama] Sarhvat 
. 1417. The record (tåmrapatta) was written by Pandita Sti Padumaka. 


No. 91 Plate of Bhimsimhadeva of Udaipur 
[V.S.] 1648=1591 A.D. 


This plate was purchased by the museum in 1938. It was noticed in JUPHS 
Vol. XI p 90-91. The plate measuring 33 cm. x 18 cm. and is inscribed on one 
side only. The inscription contains 20 lines in Nagari characters and local 
dialect of the region. A long arrow is engraved above the word “Sahi” to 
indicate the royal insignia of authority. This record is unpublished. 


The purport of the charter is to record the grant of eleven villages in perpetual 
charity and the village of Raethalya in favour of his personal attendant Bhau 
Haripatiaråo Khada in connection with the erection of a cenotaph at Gangapur. 
The king appears to belong to Guhila family. The document is dated in the 
ninthth tithi of Asoja (Asvina) probably in the bright-half of the month in 
[Vikrama] Samvat 1648. A number of dues and taxes are also found mentioned 
in the record which throw some light on the fiscal system then prevailing. 
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No. 92 Plate of Girvanayuddha Vikramashah (of Nepal) 
Samvat 1856 


The plate was purchased by the museum in 1989. It is a single copper plate 
measuring 30 cm. x 18 cm. and is inscribed on one side only. The letters are so 
deeply engraved that their impression is visible on its backside. The plate has 
also suffered from oxidation. On the upper corner of the plate is the imprint of 
the king's seal. The record consists of 15 lines in regional letters in modern 
Nepali language. 


The inscription chronicles the confirmation of an earlier gift given to one 
Harikrishna Pathaka on Pausha Sukla Poornimå in Samvat 1842 and to record it 
again on day 3 (Wednesday) the fourth tithi of the dark-half of Mågha of Samvat 
1856. This charter of king Mahåråjådhiråja Mahåråja Sri Girvanayuddha 
Vikramashah Bahadur Samsherjang was issued from the capital city of ` 
Kàntipur. This plate has not been published. 
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MISCELLANEOUS COPPER PLATES 


No. 93 Copper plate of Mahoba 


The plate was discovered in Mahoba fort and was acquired by the museum in 
1898. This inscription has not been published. 


This is a thin copper plate which measures 5 


6 cm. X 20 cm. and in engraved on 
both sides. The writing on it is not ver : 


i y legible and is damaged at the top and 
bottom. There are in all 20 lines inscribed on it- 12 on the first side and 8 on the 


back. The characters are Nāgari and language is Sanskrit. The inscription on the 
first side begins with ‘Namah’ Samvat 1283 while on the other side it begins with 
‘Siddhah’ Samvat 1294. In the body of the text there are also other dates, the 
latest of which being 1339. The record appears to be the ledger of some money- 
lender giving details of storing of ready cash. 


1. MAR 1898 p 3 


No. 94 Plate of 1808 


It is a small copper plate of 16 cm. x 9 cm. bearing 11 lines of writing in local 
dialect and Någari script. It is dated in 1808 of the Angala (English) Samvat 1909 
and records some transaction. The find spot and the mode of its acquisition are 
not known. 


1. Shastri, Catalogue No. E 59 


No. 95 Undated Copper Plate 


This plate was forwarded to the museum by the Director of the State 
Archaeological Department and is reported to have been found at Tappal Talkhir, 
a hamlet, in Aligarh district. It has not been published. 


It is a thin copper plate measuring 35 cm. X 23 cm. bearing an inscription of 8 
lines on one side in crude Nagari script. Its purpose seems to give the exact 
location of the place where a sum of Rupees seven billion and two million is 


buried. 
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No. 96 Plate of Samvat 1949 


The plate was purchased by the museum in 1989 and has not been published. 
It is a thin copper plate measuring 46 cm. X 30 cm. with a central projection 
bearing an effigy of Ganesh. The inscription on it contains 17 lines written in 
modern Någari characters. 


The purport of the inscription seems to be the propagation of the efficacy of 
Shrådha and the place where it is to be performed-in the present case- 
Manikarnikå Ghåta at Varanasi which according to the text is as beneficial as 
the rites performed at Triveni (Prayag) or Hara-Ki Paudi in Haridwar. The date 
given on it is the fifth day of the dark-half of Chaitra of Samvat 1949. 
Unpublished. 
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Spurious Plate of [sanavarmana 
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Plate of Hariraja of Sura Dynasty 
III Plate 
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Mirzapur Plate of Surapåla, Year 3 
Obverse 
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Mirzapur Plate of Surapåla, Year 3 
Reverse 
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Seal of Govindachandradeva 
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Plate of Kumarachandradeva 
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Plate of Kalyanchand of Kumaoun 
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